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1 Wogs Hir, GOVERNMENT 


and D1scieLing of the CHU RCH 20 
of & CO . D. 


TIFF 8 by Mr. 1 Er- 
= 5kine Miniſter at Stirling, Mr. William 
fl * Wilſon Miniſter at Perth, Mr. Alexan= 
der Moncrigf Miniſter at Abernethyz 

and Mr. James Fiſher Miniſter at Kin- 
claven, for their PROTESTATION 
entred before the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, November 17333 
upon the Inkimatien of a Sentence of 
the ſaid Commiſſion, looſing their Re- 
lation to their reſpective Pariſhes, Oc. 
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Jude, ver. 7. Contend 5 for the Faith which Was a 
delivere unto the Saints. 


Rev: ii. 4 Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat raink bi 
cauſe thou ha 147 thy 6 firſt Loy ® tes, 


Ver. 5. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen; a 
repent, and do the firſt Horłs; or elſe Lavill come unto bes 


wickly, and u a ab, th out. we P 
Trop thou rehent. 1 EY - * 


— 


— 1 


I D TNT e 
| pricted by Thomas Lumiſdes and Jin Roberifupy ad. 
_ at their 82 2 in the A markets 17: 


3 


. 


"—_ #- 4 We Af 


4 
F 2 
A X 0 SO F ves? 3.4 OE: "3" ks 3 e —_ 4 Ny 
— » + V0 » _— *. 7 * 7 B N 2 + 
EN PR, e $2 E — n n 
——— — — | 


— — = 


* 
e 
* 


bY 


. 
2 a e Ne E 


| TESTIMONY 


TO THE 2 
© Doctrine,” Worſhip, Government 
and Diſcipline of the Se of 7 

of Scotland,” Kc. „„ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

| Containing a ſhort Narrative of the Pro- 

ceedings of the ſeveral Fudicatories 
Koi, 4 


be four provetii Mini ifiers. q 


HE commiſi fon of the General 
Abembly having, at their Meet. | 
ing November laſt; paſs'd a Sen- 
rence againſt Mr. Fbenezer Er. 
Sine Miniſter of the Go at 
Stirling, Mr. William Wil E. 
Miniſter at Perth, Mrs 4 ot 
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- tence unto TIER are laid open, the Reader ſhould | 
know how. they came to be ſeverally concerned in 
this Proceſs. . Therefore the following hort Ngr= I 


rative of the Conduct of the 1 towards 
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them, as alſo of the leveral Steps that they found _ 


_ themſelves obliged to take, is offered by Way of |; 
 TImroduftion, that the Reader may bade a more 
giſtinct View of this Affair. 

Mr. Erskine Miniſter at Stirling did, in a Ser- 
271072 preached at Perth October 1732, at the Opes © 
ning of the provincial Synod there, with ſone 
Freedom and Plainneſs of Speech, expreſs himſelf © 
againlt ſome of the Sins and prevailing Evils of | 
the preſent Time; particulary againſt the AF of 


Aﬀgembly 1732, "anent the ſertling of vacant = 


Churghes ; aud the Proceedings ＋ ou Church- 
judicatories, in the ene Ton of ' Miniſters over 
reclatming and diſſenting | Congregations : 55 ak 
Bet 1 — 0 and Faithfulneſs he aſd, was ſo di 
; u to /ome. Mini 2 who heard him, that 
# os =; Diet of the Synod they repreſented, 
hat there were many Things delivered by Mr. 
Erkingin his Sermon which gave Offence; = 
the lame Time others declared, that the 22 
not offended. at any Thing they heard poken, 
and that they beard. 14. but ſound and ſeaſon- 
able 2 delivered. Tho? the Brethren who 
ard the Sermon appeared to be of different Se 
timents at the firlt © Tabling of this Affair, yet the 
Matter was ſo far puſhed, as a Committee. Was ap- 
ted. to have the Particulars which were ſaid to 
on given Offence under their Conſideration, „ and 


5 | 2 ay them before tbe Synod at their next. Piet. 


The Committee haying/ laid before the 
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reſſions in Mr. FA), 
ect ene; e ght of them 
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an their Clerk's Hands; and even this ſmall Favour 
* he could not obtain, without a Vote of the Synod: 
And, haying prepared ſome Anſwers, he read 
"2 the ſame in open Synod, and delivered them to the 
x Clerk. . bn . 
The Expreſſions alledged to be emitted by Mr. 
*X Erskine, together with his Anſwers thereto, 
are to be found in the Z7ue State of the Proceſi, * 
* publiſhed ſome Time ago, which contains like- 
- wiſe a juſt Account of the whole of the Synod's | 
Proceedings, from an Extract under the Hands of 
> the Clerk; and we refer the Reader unto it for his 
more particular Information in the whole of this 


After Three Days were ſpent in arm Reaſon- 
ings upon the Sermon, the Synod did, by a Pluxality 
of Six Voices, find Mr. Erskine cenſurable for 
the Expreſſions contained in the ' Proceſs, and 
which it was alledged were emitted by him in 
his Sermon at the Opening of the ſaid Synod. 
Twelve Miniſters, and 7280 Ruling Elders 4ifſevted 
from, and protęſtea againſt, this Sentence. 
Mir. Fiber Miviſter at Kiuclaven, Son-in-law 
to Mr. Erskine, being excluded from judging and 
Voting in this Affair, becauſe of his near Relati- 
on to the ſaid Mr. Erskine, judged it his Duty to 
give ſome Teſtimony againſt a Sentence which he ap- 
prehended to be very unwarrantable : And, having 
no other Way leſt him for his own juſt Exonerati- 
on, did proreſt againiſt the ſoreſaid Sentence, nor 
only as prejudicial to Mr. Erskine, hut as injuri- 
"ous to the Truths of God's Word; and appealed to 
the enfuing General Aﬀembly. Mr. Erskine did 
3 _likewile Proteſt againſt the faid Sentence, and 45. 
* ..peatedto the next Aſſembl . 
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ledged to be amitted by Mr. Erskine, cenſurable., 
_ - came next to conſider what the Cenſure ſhould 
=_ - be: And then, by another Vote, they reſolved * 7 
PF to rebuke Mr. Erskine at their Bar, and to 
= admoniſo him 10 behave orderly for rhe future. | 
Baut Mr. Erskine, havin appealed from their 
_ . Sentence finding him cenſurable, came not again 
to the Synod at this Meeting. .. MM 
When the Synod met at Stirling, April 
thereafter, Mr. Erskine was called; and when the © : 
Moderator was about to execute the Sentence of | 
Rebuke and Admonition paſs'd qt the laſt Meeting 
of the Synod, he declared that he adhered to his 


1 Appeal; and, in a Paper which he read, repre» 
. Tented that he was not convinced of any juſt Ground 
i" he had given for a Rebuke and Admonition. 
= Thus this Affair came before the laſt General 
mY Aſſembly ; and when the Aſſembly entred upon 
3-18 it, none of the Diſſenters from the Sentence of 
A the Synod of Perth and Stirling were preſent, 
8 but Mr. Wilſon and Mr. Moncrieff, who pled at 
mo the Aſſembly- Bar, that they might be heard upon 
4 4 2 the Reaſons of their Diſſent from the Sentence of 
1 2 their own Synod; this they judged to be their 
1 ll Right and Privilege: But the Aſſembly thought 
_ fit to refuſe them a Hearing in the Cauſe. 
Y Mr. Fiſer did likewiſe give in his Appeal in 


=o due Time td the Committee of Bills, who refuſed to 
E tranſmit the ſame to the Aſſembly. Thus all theſe 
three Brethren were ce from laying open 
their Reaſons againſt the condemnatory Sentence, 
g2⁊2⁊t the Time when it was very proper and neceſſary 
= - for them to Bave done it; as alſo from giving a 
EF Teſtimony in open Aſſembly, againſt what they 
nadged to be a moſt unwarrantable Sentence: And 


=  therclore they lookt upon the Step which they 
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cer wrards took, to be the more needful for theit 
1 ;uſt Exoneration, and that both as they were 

7 Miniſters of the Church of Scotland, and Mem- 
bers of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 55 
The Extract of the Whole Proceſs was read be- 
+7 fore the Aſſembly, and Parties were heard at tha 
Bar; and then, after ſome Reaſoning among > 
* themſelves, the Aſſembly affirmed the Sentence 
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Proceedings of the Synod, and appointed him ts 


be rebuke and aimoniſpes by the Moderator at 
zheir own Bar, in order to terminate the Proceſ; 
dubich was a0ne accordingiy. FIG 
When the above Sentence was intimate to Mr. 65 
ine, he declar'd he could not ſubinit to a R- 
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En ke and Admonition, in regard he was neither 
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tranſgreſſing the Bounds of his Miniſterial Calling, 
or of utteting any Thing in his Sermon contrary to «c 
the Word of God, or the approven Standards of &« 
this Church; and then gave in the following ſigned ' | « 
Proteſtation: ng, 7. Wc 
ane T have a very great and dutiful Regards 
_ rothe Fudicatories of this Church, to whom Town | « 
my Subjettion in the Lord; yet, in reſpett the Al-. 
8 
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cotiſcious to himſelf, rior judicially convicted, of _ 2 
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ſembly haue foumd me cenſurable, and have ten- 
' area a Rebuke and Admonition to me, for Things 
| T conceive agreeable unto, and founded upon, the 
Mera ef Goa, and our approven Standards ; 1 find © 
mei obliged to proteſt againſt the foreſaid Cen- 
ſire, as importing that I have in my Doctrine, at 
Ide Opening of the Synod of Perth, October 1aff, 
departed from the Word of Goa, and the foreſaid 
Standards; and that I ſhall be at Liberty to 
Preach the fame Truths of God, and to reflify as 
gainſt tbe ſame, or like Defections of this Churth, © 
ee proper Occaſions. And I do hereby al. 
doe ume the Teftimonies I haue formerly emifs | 
aint the Aﬀ of ' Aſſembly 1132, whether in 
ihe Proteſt entred againſt it in open Aſſembly, or 
1 pet in m Synodical Sermon; craving this my Pro- 
1 7 Declaration to be inſert in the Records 
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ie 
he two diſſenting Miniſters from the Senterice 
of the Synod of. Perth and Stirling, judged it 


their Duty likewiſe to declare themſelves againſt 
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: the above Deciſion of the Aſſembly: Their Rea- 
ſons for doing fo, are contained at large in the Ne- 


preſentation they gave in to the Commiſſion of the 


Eee And) an mer in Angu, hereaer 
where they ſay, © If this Cauſe had been Mr. Er- 


© ©. $kine's perſonal Cauſe, we ſhould have been ſilent, 
e and never opened our Mouths againſt the Deci- 
ſion of the General Aſſembly; ꝓut we judged it 


| 5 4 Caule wherein all the Miniſters and Members of 


this Church are very nearly concerned, the De- 
c © cifjon of the General Aſſembly in this Caſe he- 
ing, as we thought, a plain Directory to all the 
inferior - Judicatories of this Church how to be- 
bhhave, if any Miniſter ſhould, upon 2 Oc- 
9 in 


© cafions, lament from the Pulpit the lneſs of 


4 © that Act of Aſſembly, (viz. the Act 1732 J and 


= © of other unwarrantable Proceedings of this 
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Church in the Settlement of Miniſters; Then, 
> © and in this Caſe, they muſt be brought to the Bar 
3 © of their reſpective Presbyteries, - and there they 
* © muſt be tebuked and admoniſhed. For this and 
other weighty Reaſons contained in their ſaid Ne- 
3 preſentation," they ſigned an. Adberence to Mr. 
2 Erkine's Proteſtation in the following Terms; 


Mie under ſubſcribing Miniſters, Diſſenters from 


rde Sentence of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
4 hereby adhere 40 the above Proteſtation © aua 


£ 


Declaration, containing a Teſtimony againſi the 
Ad of Aſſembly 1132, and aſſerting our Piivi- 
Ae aul Duty 10-teftify publickly againſt\abs 


Jame, or like Defeftions, upon all proper Ucta- 
ſions. © __  Writtam Witson. © 
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Mr. Fer Miniſter at Kinc/aven did, on che 
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_ + ſiga the following Aaberence; MI : 
Ir. James Fiſher Miniſter at Kinclaven, Ap- ſe 
- pellant againſt the Sentence of the Synod of Perth | 
in this Queſtion, altho the Committee of Bills | 
did not thin fit to tranſmis my Reaſons of Ap. 
- peal, find myſelf obliged to adhere unto the fore - 
- ſaid Proteſtation and Declaration. 

3 e R. 

Aſter the above Proteſtation, with the Aabe- 
Fence thereto, was given in, the Brethren with- 
dtew; and the , Aſſembly, having taken the ſame 
© under their Conſideration, ordered the Four pro- 

- teſting Brethren to be cited to their next Diet, and 

appointed a Committee to conſider the Paper they |; 

gave in, and their Conduct in this Affair, and to 
bring in by an Overture, what might be fit for the 

Aſſembly to do upon the Whole. 

The Four Brethren having received a Sum- 
mon by the Aſſembly's Officer, about Eleven of 
the Clock the ſame Night, to compear before. the 
© * General Aſſembly at their Meeting Ten of the 
= . Clock next Day: And, having accordingly appea- 

F red before the 3 a Committee was appoin- 
ted (without any Queſtion put unto them) to re- 
tire immediately, and to endeavour: to perſwade 

_ them to withdraw their Paper and Proteſt; and 
they, having waited on the Aſſembly's Committee, 
laid beſore them ſome of their Reaſons why they 
could not withdraw their Proteſtation. The Com- 

Y mittee returned and made Report, That the Four 

e Rrerbren continued fully reſolved to adhere to 

=  rberr Paper and Proteſt. But none of the Rea- ©} 

duo they offered unto the Committee were 4 * 
3 i * 5 3 y / 
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he ted to the General Aſſembly; and, immediately u- 9 

n, pon the above Report made by the Committee, the | 

. Ran were ordered to remove, and wait the Al 

- ſembl y's Judgment. 3 auf 

th When the Forr Brethren were removed, the ; 
5 | 


Four Brethren aforeſaid appear before the Com- 


4 : ®* © miſſion in Auguſt next, and then ſhow their Sor- 
ne © row for their Conduct and Misbehaviour, in of> A 
o. © fering to proteſt, and in giving in to this Aſſem- Se 
ad 7 © bly the Paper by them ſubſcribed ; and that they al 
ey © then retract the ſame. And, in caſe they do not 
to © appear before the ſaid Commiſſion in Auguſt, 7 
he © and then ſhow their Sorrow, and retract, as ſaid .4 
is; the Commiſſion is hereby e and ap- 1 
„pointed to ſuſpend the ſaid Brethren, or ſuch bf i 
of © them as ſhall not obey,from the Exerciſe of their 22 
„' Miniſtry. And further, in caſe the ſaid Bre: 


* © thren ſhall be ſuſpended by the ſaid Commiſſion, 


in November, or any ſubſequent Meeting, to pro- 
ceed to a higher Cenſure againſt *the faid Four 
= © Brethren, or ſuch of them as ſhall continue to of- 
fend by tranſgreſſing this Act. And the Gene- 1 
ral Aſſembly do appoint the ſeveral Presbyteries 
of which the Brethren are Members, to report 
+ © to the Commiſſion in Auguſt, and ſubſequent 
Meetings of it, their Conduct and Behaviour 
Vith reſpect to this Act.“ „33 
e,, „ 


he | | EO 
a. © and that they ſhall act contrary to the ſaid Sen- 1 
in. © tence of Suſpenſion ; the Commiſſion is hereby 1 I 
© 2 | 1 . P . A v3, F = 
re. © Impowered and appointed, at their Meeting 1 
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When this ſevere. Sentence was paſs'd, without 
ever hearing them in open Aſſembly upon the 
Relevancy of the Crime alledged againſt them to 
iner ſuch a high Cenſure, they reſolved, upon the 
Intimation of it, to read the following ſhort Paper 
as their joint Speech; and, hen they began to read 

it, the 4ſſembly*s Officer was called to tale them 


0 the Door, which obliged them to lay it down | 
tument: It is as follows; 


vpon the Table with an In 


à poſtive Sentence without bearing our Defences, 


aud haue appointea the Commiſſion to execute their 
Sentence in Auguſt in caſe we do not retract what 
ve have done, we cannot bus complain of this un- 
common Procedure, and declare that we are not at 


Liberty to take this Afuir to an Aviſandum. 


The Four proteſting Brethren, being cited by 
the above Sentence to the Meeting of the Com- 
miſſion in Auguſt thereafter, compeared according- | 
ly ; and having prepared their written Deſences, 
according to their difterent Situations before the 
Aſſembly, as Appellants from, or Proteſters a-. 
gainſt, the Sentence of the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling, they deſigned to give them in by Way of 

Commiſſion But the 7 
Commiſſion, upon their Appearance at the Bar, 


Repreſentation unto the 


entred upon a Reſolve, neither to receive nor read 
any tonjunct Paper that might be offered by the 


proteſting. Brethren ; but that they ſhould be obli- 7 
ged to give an Anſwer ſeparately, and vive voce, 

i they were now willing, in Obedience ta the laſt 

| Aſſembly, to retract their Proteſtation, and to de- 
Flare their Sorrow for their Conduct and Rehavi- __ 

our, This Reſolve of the Commiſſion obliged + 


them to give in their ſeveral Repreſentatives with 


Wbulirument: Both Repreſenrations are oe 


„ OR 
5 1 e K 
*. Xo © 
Fy « 19 & da N 1 : 4 5 
a "« - : S Ws. 2 5 - * oF R 
- 1 * "Rv * . N ** 5 Aar Fg 8 * 6 hea.” ; * 4 7 1 8 « . 
5 hog 2 a Mr, " r 8 8 De y Fuß % 


\” 1 4 Vn 
ww Oe, J Tr 


> 

- 

„ 4 p 
5 my * 25 


1 
8 | 
"IS 

* 9 8 4 

£7 fc 
wm : 

Thighs 4 

- RR. 

8 

W322 0h 0 


a . W 


74 1 
. +Y 
3 
9 2 
* * 
as of * 
+ 
|= 
e 
\ 3 = 


( LA 


1e rettact their Proteſtation, or decl 
er for their Conduct and Behaviour. 


d Mr. Erskine, being firſt called, was interrogate” 


fore he ſtill referred to his 
Erskine being removed, 4 


And, being deſired to take it J 
gard it was given in with an Inf 


rument, as neceſſary 
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iter Anſwers, Mr. 
Forte was ſtated. about : 
= rzhereading of his Paper, and it carried in the Af- 
Frmative by a great Majority. Then be was cal- 
led in, and allowed to read the Repreſensation 
ſigned by him and Mr. Fiſper; which he did ac- 
cordingly, and laid it down again upon the Table: 
L he refuſed, in re- 


to be ingroſs'd in the Proceſs fot theirY indication. I 
Mr. Wiſſon and Mr. Moncrieff being called, and , 
vi- interrogate as above, referred to their written and 
ed ſigned Repreſentation, as containing their Anſwer * 
th to the Commiſſion's Queſtion, and which they 
u- 3 Grayed might be read. But a Committee was ap. 
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| C1 487 3) 
pointed to meet with all the Four Btethren, who 
accordingly met with them, and endeavoured to 


perſwade them to retract their Proteſtation : But 


the Reaſons that were offered by the Committee 


did not convince them, and therefore it was re- 


ported to the Commiſſion, That they {till refuſed 
to retract their Proteſt, or to declare their Sorrow 
for the ſame. And the Moderator having enquired 


at Mr, VWilſon and Mr. Moncrieff, if they agreed 

to the Truth of the ſaid Report; they anſwered 
in the Affirmative: Upon which, Advantage was 
taken ro refuſe a Reading to their written and 
ſigned 2 and they were likewiſe de- 
ſired to take it up, which they declined to do, be- 


cauſe they likewiſe judged jt neceſſary to be ingrol- 
ſed in the Proceſ . 


Mr. Viſſon and Mr. Moncrieff, being allowed to 


make their Defences before: the Commiſſion vivg 


voce, declared they could not retract their Prote- 
ſtation againſt the Deciſion of the laſt Aſſembly, 
nor profeſs their Sorrow for the ſame: And, ha- 


ving oftered ſome Reaſons for their Refuſal, they 


referred, for other Reons, to the Repreſentate= \Þ 
on they had given in, and to which they ſtill ad. 


hered; and then proteſted, That any Sentence of 


© Suſpenſion, or of a higher Nature, that ſhould * 
© be inflicted upon them, ſhould be held and re- 
„ pute as pul and void in itſelf; and that it ſhould 

„ be lawful and warrantable for them to exerciſe 
©. their Miniſtry as hitherto they had done, and 
© as if no ſuch Cenſure had been inflicted upon 
them, in regard they were not convicted of de- 
© parting from any of the received Principles of 
c this Church, or of counteracting their Ordinati- 
on Vows and Engagements; but, on the contra- 
. mers ſentenpell yo Feralure Þy the Tait f 
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nal Aſſembly, for protelting againſt'a Deciſion 
* hereby Injury was, done to ſome Truths of 


' © feſs; and whereby they were brought under neu- 


Land unwarrantable Te erms of Mini ſterial Com- 
© numnion, inconſiſtent with the Word of God, 


g © and their Ordination Vows and Engagements ;* 


75 5 
"oo 


zds their Repreſentation more fully bears. To this 


he © 


Parties in the preſent Queſtion ; and, altho*/a. c- 
ſiderable Number in the Commiſſion, were for a 


9 the Aſſembly was peremptory, and therefore be- 
= hoved to be obeyed. And when: the Vote was ſta- 


ted, Suſpend the Four proteſting. Brethren from 


"> - zhe Exerciſe of the Miniſterial. Function, and ali 
*.-zhe Parts thereof, or delay this Affair? it carried, 
= Suſpend. From this Sentence, ſome Miniſters and 


=. Elders, Members of the Commiſſion,4:fenred. Thie 


Sentence of Suſpenſion being intimate to the Fhur 
Mie hereby adbere to the Proteſtations 
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God, which they were obliged to own and con- 


Delay, yet the Majority judged the Sentence of 


ged, the Perſons offering them were not proper 


Bret hren, they gave in the following Proceſtation : 
Y | taken 
y us before this Court, for ourſelves, and in 
Name of all the Miniſters, Elders, and Members 


. 


One in our reſpectiue Congregations, adhering ſo 
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4 N Fearing, That bhis Swessabe. W le * »: i 


nd void; and that it Mall be lawful and war- 2 . 
rantable for us to exerotſe our Miniſtry as hithtrio © Rd, 
Wl "ave have done, and as if no ſuch Cenfure had been 
= - $nflifted: And that, if,” in Conſequence of this by 
_ > Sertenice, any Miniſter or Probationer ſhall exer- | a 


p 5 & 7 


= eiſe any Part of our Paſtoral Work, the ſame ſhall 
e del ani repute as à violent Intrafion upon our * 
Mniſterial Labours. And we do hereby proteſt 
Jor Ewrratts of the Papers given in I us, and of © 
-the-<vhote f the Commiſſion's Procedure a rad Hack 
"5" and a5 we e Fake Inſtruments. * 
I* EBENEZER: Paging | 
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8 ſome Whirs From the Greet Congre- 14, 
tions concerned in the ſaid Miniſters recleinied 
1 ente above Sentence; and, by their ſeveral 
ee ne, declared their Adberence to their 1 5 
Lp norwithftanding of the Sentence of Su. 4 
Fenſion inflifted upon them. Their Proteſtations i 
-are to be found! iti the True State of the Proc 
"Publifhed Tometime ago. 
The Four Brethren, being Uted to the Meeting 
2 the Comnifſion i in November, compeared accor-|j 
y; and, When they were firſt called to the 
261 ions Bar, they offered to read the follow- * 
Protefaston; but, being interrupted, it was laid BY- 
Mor upon, the Table H an Inſtrument. A 17 
23545 , Bainburgh, November xath 1933. | 
yr de hereby proceſt, Thet our prefem Appes- || 
une before rhe Commaſſion* ſhall not be conſtyu- 
e, falling from che Declarations we emitren, 
3 aue * „ 
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* 75. exectiting of ah the 8 1 ds = 

5 s by. the Commiſſion at their Meeting in Au 
* To which Proteſtations ani Repreſentations, 

given in ly us to the ſaid Commiſſion, we ſtill ad- 

ber. 5 and droge: take Inftruments, _ 

= - EnBNEZER Ea SRO 


7 Wuinam WitsoN. | 
A er. Mosche. 
my BY BK eee . Fram. | 


oy a 5 mber : Cop appoint. a ES to wan 
Fo "> the Bretkiren.,. in order (as was ſaid) to res. 
move their Miſtakes: They met with the Com- 5 
= m mittee betwixt the Forenbon and Aſternoom Mee: 
F Ming of the Commiſſion, who deak with them to 
terra their Proteſtation; but no atisfying Argu- 
zre- ments being offered them more Aby form . | 
5 15 ittees of this Kind, they continued: {till -to. 
eral | 

4 ir | 


Where to their Proteſtation. And the Committee re- 
1 ported at the Aſternoon's Meeting of the Commil- is. 
on, That they had: conferred with the Fut 
Brethren, but without Succeſs ; and the ſaid Bre-. 

1 thren being called, were interrogate about their 
bedience to the Sentence of the Commiſſion ini 9 


3 


guſt laſt, ſuſpending them from the Exereiſe of 4 
wel 99 their Mint; and every one of them plainly | "3 


che! owned, That, as they had proreſſed, both bers 4 

ow-| 140d aſter the ſaid Sentence oF St [penſion was exe- _. 

| cute upon them, That ir ſhould be held and repue _ 
Ja and void, for the Reaſons contained. in OY 
e Repreſentations ; ; fo they had. e DI 


be Parts of their Miniſterial. Office, al 

544 Been under no ſuch. lire. „ 7 
Addre offs, Repreſentations, and FI, on 

Y foveral ſhots, and 8 * 3 
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r 
the Commiſſions's Oh... gs in the Affair before 
them, Wee read; the Synods of Drumfries, Tc 
array, Roſs, Angus and Mearns, Perth and e 
"Stirling, craved the Commiſſion might aelay pro. 
ceeding to a higher Cenſure; the Snods oi Gal. 
loway, and Fife, and the Presbyrery of Dornock, 
addreſſed the Commiſſion for Lenity, Tenderne/s 

and Forbearance towards the Suſpended Mini.) 
ſters; and the Presbytery of Aberdeen repreſented? * 1 

unto. the Commiſſion, “ That they judged the 
© Sentence of Suſpenſion, inflicted upon the fore 

7 faid Miniſters, was too high; and that it was 
© ſtretching of Church- authority. Likewiſe, many 
Members of the Commiſſion did reaſon for a De- 
lay, and pled, That the Act and Sentence of the 
laſt Aſſembly did not oblige them to proceed to 

a higher Cenſure at this Meeting of the Commiſ- 

ion: And therefore the Queſtion was put, Pro. 
dee immediately to inſtitt a higher Cenſure upon 

- phe four ſufpended Miniſters, or, delay the ſame 

till March; And, the Votes being numbred, they 5 | 

were found equal on both Sides; whereupon {# 

Ar. John Goldie zhe Mozerator did caſt the Ba- 
tance, by giving his Fudgment to proceed imme- 

_ atately to a higher Cenſure. From this Sentence 
of the Commiſſion ſeveral A and Elgers, 
Members of the Commiſſion, di ented; and the 
Following Declaration and e on was lod- 

ged with an Inſtrument in the Clerk's Hands, by 

the Miniſters ſubſcribing the ſame, and who were 

not Members of the Commiſſion; * 

Deslaration and Proteſtation of ſome Miniſter? 

apo the Affair of Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, Sc. 
ivem in to the Commiſſion of the General Am- 
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by met at Edinburgh the 41h Day of November 
e 1 


| 2233. 1 2 
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GO Ig ) 

re © underfubleribiog Miniſters, TH” of 
2 5 8 ith Church of Fo having formerly looked 
upon the Affair relating to Mr. Ebenezer Er- 
© ine and his Adherents, that has been in De- 
F before the Aſſembly and Commiſſion, 
as a Matter of vaſt Conſequence and Concern 
4 to all the Miniſters and Members of this Church: 
58 Tho? we had no Occaſiongegularly to ſigu the 
p 1 ſame Papers with thel; 17 e yet not only 

© did ſome of us, as well as athers-preſent at the 
x laſt General Aſſembly, openly and Judicial ad- 
* here to the Proteſtation and Declaration given 
* in by them, as containing a Teſtimony: againſt. | 
155 * the Act of Aſſembly 1732 anent planting vacant: 
De- Churches, and as aſſerting our Privilege 


the Putty to teftif lickly againſt the ſame or 
d to 0 e fe = _ y ee, 3 but alſo * 
mil- * the laſt Commiſion, . met in Auguſt, -oftered- 
Pro- * our verbal Adherence, as ſeveral others did, un- 
7 © © to the Proteſtation theſe Brethren entred again; 

[1726 . 

the) from the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry: 

pon i 17 ve intended to teſtiſy our Concurrence _ 

Ba- © and Adherence unto, the ſeveral Repreſentations 


© given in by them to the Commiſſion under Form 


ence | © of Initrument. 

ders, 8. © Altho? we yet deſire, ſo far as we pw 

| the e Gafe Conſcience, to maintain Communion with 

lod- * this Church, and in a Way of Communion to 
, by LP lead with our. Mother; yet the Conduct oſ the 
were © laſt General Aſſembly and Commiſſion, and what 


® : has followed thereupon, does more and more 


ters '« a the melancholly Scene, and gives us {pecial 
Sc. ſion to reflect with Grief upon the deep 
em- PDeſection into which this Church has fallen, 
* 1 208 s bkely further to fall, if the Lodo Hh Ha. | 
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F ſovereign Mercy prevent not. And. in parti 
* cular, we cannot — think upon it, as both ld 
© fad Evidence of the Lord's having in a great 
© Meaſurgdeparted from this Church, and a Cauſe _ 
© of his further departing from and contending % 
* againft her, that her ſupreme Judicatory, — 1 
© the Commiſſion thereof, have been left, firſt t 
© threaten us and ſeveral of our Brethren witk 
high and ſevere Cenſures of this Church, for” + 
© our eſſaying, according to our Meaſure, to bea: 
© Teſtimony for the Lord his Truths and Intereſts, -- 
© and our refuſing to ſubmit to what appears frem 
the Lord's Word, and our received Standard? 
5 founded thereon, to be unlawſul Impoſitions u. 
pon our Conſciences; and then actually to lay fou. 
I of our Brethren under a Sentence of Suſpenſion 
© fromthe Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, and continue 
to lay both them and us open to further Cenſure, 
© yea, us in particular to the higheſt Cenſures o 
the Church fwhich evidently imports no leſs? 
than the greater Excommunication) for nothing 
7 elſe than the above-named Grounds. And fur. 
7 ther, that they have not only gone into a Courſe 
Fol opprefling the Lord's Heritage, by violently 
* thruſting in Men upon Congregations, without 
© the Conſent and contrary to the declared Will, 
:© of the People; but alſo do materially excommu-*# 
'© nicate a great Body of ſober, ſerious and religious 
People through the Land, who either will not 
* tamely take the Yoke upon them, by ſubmitting 
to the Miniſtry of thoſe obtruded on them 0 


c 


** 


8 


the violent Meaſures taken by Judicatories, that 4 


_ * they cannot uk pap by the Miniſtry of thoſe 
7 ho have a dire 4 


| of pod therefore do withdraw from their Miniſtry. © 
_ fen 
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parti „Upon all which Accounts, and 1 
oth z that might be mentioned, as we would deſue to 
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* © munion with theſe our Brethren, notwithitand- - 
ing any Sentence or Cenſurc againſt them upon 
yi /*© this Proceſs, as looking upon theſe Cenſures to 
be without Warrant from, yea, contrary to the 
Rule of the Lord's Word, and ſo done clave 
mmu- * errante, and null and void in themſelves. As 
gious * alſo, we proteſt, That it ſhall be Warrantable 
F for us, in the Exerciſe of our Minifterial Office, "A 
7 © to uſe our beſt Endeavours in all lawfut'Ways' © 
for the Relief of the oppreſſed Flock of Chriſt 
with © in this Land, and hes partaking of Church- 
r © Privileges to their Edification and Comfort : And 
. + "© that, whatever bad Effects may follow: upon 
; © the unwarrantable Meaſures at preſent taken by 
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* them; woo which we take Infiruments! 3 
521. 85 RaAlpn ERSxDV l. 
Tuomas Mann. 


A the next Diet 5 the Commiſſion, Noven- x 
: 9 15th, it was moved, That it ſhould be marked 5 
t 1 


be Minutes, That © carried only by the Mode.. 
yator's cafting Vote, to proceed to a bigher Cenſure =} 
againſt the four ſuſpended Miniſters : But this, 
Motion was vigorouily oppoſed by the Mogeraror 
bamelf, and ſome others; which gave Occaſion 
to another Proteſt by ſome ie of the Com- 9 6 
miſſion. | 
At the Meeting of the Commiſſion in the Af. | 
5 ternoon, it was moved, That a Committee ſhoula i 
be appointed once more to commune with the 
3 protelting Brethren, before the Commiſſion ſhould _ 
1 proceed to further Cenſure againſt them; and 
„ | ; Ba Committee being named accordingly, they in- 
_  - 29. retired, and met with the Brethren about | 
—_ . Six the Clock, and reaſoned with them till a- ve 
bout Ten at Night. Tuo different Trepoſas mY 
were made by the Reverend Committee; but, 
ſome Objections being made againſt the firſt df | W 
them, it was not inſiſted upon: The orber Pro- 
12 al, which the Brethren took under their Con- 
eration, is as follows; 1 : 
ile next General Aſſembly ball declare, that © 
it was not meant by the Act of the laft A embiy | 5 
10 deny or tate atuay the Privilege and Duty A 4 
. Miniſters to teſtify againſt Defeftions ; hen 9 
wwe bell be at Liberty, and willing to withdraw J 
our Proteſt, agoinft the faid Aft of Aſſembly: | 
Ang partienlardy, we reſerve to ourſelves the Li- 
wy 57 1 l rhe oft ne * 4 
. all proper C Oer. 55 1 
> " When Y 


— 


— — — ” —— _ = 
__ — * — 


_ ” — 3 1 ——_ _ 
—— 
r 2 4+ Bowl Ra. 7; = a 
- | «6 a 1 * by £2. - D 
* * — 2 Bnet ä — * : 8 Fo 
* Rewer 9 wy C _ . * 5 
p * 4 9 c . —— 1 7 
— 2 * 6 k * + 
—— * Fr — — — — 
whe Aa * roy Pr „ 4 4 l - — —— : 
„„ YR bndpans © — — a 
* Kr" © * * 


* — ee 


— — 
CY 
— — 


—ͤ—ñÿP—ͥ — — 
—— _ 


— — 


8ͤ—— — 
— 


6 


++ 
Xt 
a, 
7 
+ 230 


4 
* 


1 

FP + 6 
* 
2 


£1Ny, 7 When the above Propoſal was made unto the 
NM. four Brethren as itiwas ze unto them; they offe- 

Feed to retire for a ſhort Time, and to return an An, 
wen. ſwer unto it; but the Commirtee deflred them to 
rked | take it for that Night under their Cotiſderatio 


10. and ſaid, They would obtain it of the Com | 
vſure ſion to delay the Affair till the next Day. Tha 


this; Brethren, in Compliance with the Committee 8 
rator Deſire, agreed to take it for that Night under theit 
aſion Conſideration, with this exprels Declaration, 
om. That the Reaſon of their doing ſo; was, becauſe 
it was late, and becauſe they did not at that Time 
Af. fully underſtand the Import of it. And the next 
ould Morning they made Anſwer in Writ to the Com- 
1 the | mittee's Propoſal, the Tenor whereof follows: . 
joule As to the Propoſal made by the Committee ta 

and us, that wwe ſhoula witharaw our Proteſtation, 
in- in caſe a ſubſequent Aſſembly ſpould declare, that 
bout | it was not meant, by the Att and Sentence of the 


ll a- L aſt Aſſembly in Mr. Erskine's Affair, to deny or 


o/als mY take away rhe Privilege and Dy of Miniſters 
but, 70 reſtiſy againſt Defeftions, After ſerious and 
mature Deliberation, ve. have wo Freedom to ga 
n to the ſaid Propoſal, and that becauſe the db 
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vious Senſe and N of the ſaid Aﬀ and 


£3 


Sentence appears to us to r 072 71 
Euiſterial Freedom and Faithfulneſs, in tſtiſyi 

gagainſt the Act of Aſſembly 1 132, and the like 
Defections in this Church, upon proper Occaſions. 
3/0 any Declaration that a ſrbſequent - Am 
bly-: Wan make, cannot remous the Ground upojr which 


4% i. wo Froteſied againſt that Deciſion; in regard 


ry 


jd 
7 


mbly 4 b ; | 
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God, can 
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72 Reſtraint on M. 


Aud as this was the Eround of our Proteſtation, 
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| cared their Reſolution to continue of the fame 
Mind as formerly, and declined to go in to any 


miſſion came to their nal Sentence againſt” the 
N „ „ 5-8 32 1 . K WEST REFS. Bags 7 . Py 


| Ground of proteſting againſt 
TTT 
The above Propoſat has been repreſented as 44 
very great Condeſcenſion made to the A ur Brethren 1 


weper take away the 


* 4 a 
> AE 
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but their Anſwer declared plainly the Reaſon why © 


they could not fall in with the ſame. The proteſting A 


\ 


Brethren, in their Review of the Narrative pub- 


| liſhed by a Committee of the Commiſſion, oblerve, | 
That the foreſar4 Propoſal was ſo far from being 16 
© any Condeſcenſion unto them, that it ſtill in- 


0 
4 fofts upon rhe retracti ng of their Proteſtation ; A 
T and this they could by no Means yield unte, = 
© becauſe the Act of Aſſembly proteſted againſt, 657 
© in the plain obvious Senſe and Meaning of the 12 
© Words in which it is framed, gave evident AM 
© Grounds for their ſaid Proteſtation: And a De- 
© claration of an enſuing General Aſſembly, . tho? ? 
© it were more particular than the Committee's * 

4 


a ww 


propoſal bears, would be ſo far ſrom clearing 
their Way to retract their Proteſtation, that it 
© would be a material Approving and juſtifying of 4 1 


< the ſame.” Likewiſe they obſerve, in the foreſaid "al 
Paper, That to depart in the leaſt from a Teſti- 


A # 


© morniy that they had given, is very dangerous; 
< elpecially at this Time, when the Current of 
© Defettion and Backſliding is ſo violent and 
T_ 3 
At the next Diet of the Commiſſion, November 
16th, the Committee reported, That they had met 
with the four Brethren, and that they have de- 
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Propoſal offered unto their Conſideration by the  * 


Ly 


Committee. This Report being made, the Com- 
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8 Four 
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Four proteſling Miniſters, and. it ſtands in ache 


Plinutes in the following Terme; 
F The Commiſſion cauſed to be read the AR of 650 


as 1 2 

. General Aſſembly, alſo the Sentence uf the 
e 5 Commiſſion 14. Augul laſt, likewiſe. the Reſolve. 
2 1 E 1G in this Meeting of the Commiſſion upon Weds: 


ub. A geſday laſt, relative 40 the ſaia Forr Miniſters * 
Pub” t after full Reaſoning, and mature Delibera> 


lf tion, and calling in f e 11252 . 1 
in- S Light and Dit 8 NN Bhs e 


ommiſſion agreed uf 
% ]  Dueſtion : Loofe the Ret 
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arg. ers to their ſeveral Char. ges, ©; T3 4 
[th 4 is longer Miniſters of this Conrch, and i 


415 miſters of this Church to emf blog them in -. 
a Miniſterial Function; or depoſe them ſimpli. 
eiter? Aud the Vote being put, Looſe or Dep ole! 
i carried Looſe by a * great Plurality. Ana res : 
fore the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly did, 
aring 4 hereby do, looſe the Relation of Mr. Ebenezer 
lat it # Erskine Miniſter at Stirling, - Mr. William Wilſon 
ng 0 Miniſter at Perth, Mr. Alexander Moncrieft Minis 
reſaic er at Abernethy, and My. James Fiſher Miniſter 
i Kinclaven, 70 their ſaid reſpective Charges; ant 
"OUS ; go declare them no longer Miniſters of this Church 4 
nt of ind do hereby prohibite all Miniſter's of this Church 
and go employ them, or any of them, in any Mini- 
Feria Function. And the Commiſſion do declare the 
ember bhurches of the ſaid Mr. Erskine, Mr. Wilſon 
r. Moncrieff and Mr. Fiſher, vacant From yas | 
e de- © or he Date of this . ; 400 n 2 


the | 9 ex B. 12 carried by a great hb. n regard 4 
Cem. 4 cat many Members of the Commiſſton go not Free- 

FE the 5 Mod to vote either Loaſe or Depoſe ; as is evident fre 
Nee ee ee 
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-. \Cefters from the Moderator, * Eriruſtrof this 

Sentence, be ſent to the ſeveral Presbyreries with- 
in whoſe Bounds the ſaid Miniſters have had their 
Charges, appointing them, as they are hereby ap- 


Fdintes, to cauſe intimate this Sentence in the fore. 
| Jai ſeveral Churches, now declarei vacant, an, 


Lis beswiæt and the firſt of January next ; and. 
= uo, that Notice of this Sentence be ſent, by Let- 
ters from the Motterator of this Commiſſion,to the © 
- Magiſtrates of Perth ann Stirling, to che Sheriff. 
| 8 of Perth, and Batllit of the Rigality f 
pon the piſſing of the above Sentence, the 
following Proreſtation was giver) in by Mr. Gabr#- 
e Wilſon Miniſter at Maxon, with the Adherence 
. 
_  :'  £linburgh, November 16th 1733 
I. Gabriel Wilfon, Mui ſter at Maxton, Jo 
1 hereby, in mine own Name, au in Name of ul 
mme tha: ſpall adhere to me, tage Be oth | 
_ | aſe 


n . as. 


Sentence of the. Commiſſion in 7 of the 

. Four Brethren ; and that it may be lawful for me 

Id complain of the ſaid Sentence, and of rhe (everal i 
Hts of Aﬀembly that have occaſion d the (ame; to 
2 ſubſequent Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland: 
.  _ 3 afjo; That it may be uf r me, in a beco- 
_ .  oning Manner, on all proper Occaſions, to bear 
Dhmony aguinſt tbe ſame; avirh all other De- 
Fus and Severities of this Church in her Sen- 
eas Ani fnally t hat I may in the mean Time, 
38 || Ain Providence I all find Oppurtumity, hoſd Mi- 
Merial Communion with my ſaid dear Brethren, 
& if to, ſuch Sentence had been paſt againſt. them. 
on all which I tale Tnftrumenss in the Clerk's. 
F007. 200597 2; 0f 2008! 4: TI SHED NN - 
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The . Proteſt . to by us, 
KRealph Erskine Miniſter at Dunfermline, 
TDhomas Mair Miniſter at Orwell. 
Ion Maclarine Miniſter in Edinburgh. I 
Io. Curie Mimiſter at KinglaſſiQ. 
FR a. Wardlaw Miniſter at Due, A 

5 Tho. Nairn Mi . ql ar Abbotſhall. 


When the Four Brethren were called i in, and — A 
PN ta of the Commiſhon was intimate unto - 
them by the Moderator, they read the following 'A 
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Proteſtation; and, after reading it, they gave it in 1 
to the Clerk, with an Inſtrument ae een 1 
Wy Gy one 'of them. i 1 
Edinburgh, drm 61h 1 1733. of 

Me do hereby adhere to the Proteſtation As 2 x 

| dy entres before this Court, both at their laſt Meets: 3 
Ing in Auguſt, and when we appeared firſt bes © 9 
fore this Meetin g. And further, we do proteſt in 
our 01 Name. and in the Name of all and every 4 
ane in our reſpective Congregations adheri * 70 24 1 
Tbat, notwithſtanding of this SR AY 4 
215, our paſtoral Relation ſpall be held and x of i; 
firm and valid. And likewiſe:we doproceſt; That, 
norwirhflanding of our being caſt out from Mini:. 
ſerial Communion" with the eſtabliſhed Church of _ I 
Scotland, ae ſtill hold Communion with all and > | 
every one. who. deſire, with us, to aghere-ts the 1 
Pxinci * of the True 7 reckytert an, covenanted A 
Church of: Scotland, in ber Doftrine, Worſoip, | A 


Government and Diſci pline; and particulariy 4 
ait h every one who are groning under the Boths,, , 3 
and who are affected with the Grievances e De 1 _ 
| "Hedge Ln of ; u are, in their. ſaverss 
* * wo the . But, in ro- 
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ga theptevailiig Party in this eſtabliſhed Church, 1d 
gb have now. eaſt us out from Miniſterial Com- Pa: 
5 munion with them, are carrying on à Courſe of Eon 
Defettion from our reformed and covenanted Prin. jon 
ciples; and particularly are ſuppreſſing Miniſte- Ibis 
ria Freedom and Faitbfulneſs in reftiſying a- Pm 
gainſt the preſent Back/tidings of the Church, and Co 
mflitting Cenſures upon Miniſters for witneſſing , nc 
by Proteftations and otherwiſe, againſt the ſame ; Er 
Therefore we do, for theſe and many other weigh. ha- 
2% Reaſons 30 be laid open in due Time, proteſt, we 


(ALY : 


' That we are obliged to make a Seceſſion from po 
| them, and that we can have no Miniſterial Com- f 
anunon with them, till they fee their Sins and mi 
Miſtakes, and amend them. Ana, in like Mau- 
er, we do proteſt, T hat it (hall be lawful and war- 
rantable for us 10-exerciſe the Keys of Dottrine, 
Diſcipline and Government, accoraing to the F 
3 Word of Gcd, and Confeſſion of Faith, aud the 
Principles and Conſtitutions of the covenanted II 
C burch of Scotland, as if no ſuch Cenſure had in 
been paſt upon us: Upon all which we take In- * 
= ſfiruments. And we hereby appeal unto the fir 
pie, faithful and reforming General Affembly 
74 ef re Church of Scotland. 
Wo v1 i * +  » EBENEZER ERSKINE. . 
- bras WIIILIIAu WISON. 
uw ot Jo Alkxr. MONCRIEFF, * 
. e r 
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The above Prozeftation contains ſeveral Things, 
which mult be ſet in a due Light, for the Satisfacti- 
9 of ſuch as are not prejudiced, and who are wil- 
ng to receive Information. In the Boſom of it 
Ne promile 70 lay epen in dus Time ibe wee 
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paſtoral Relation to our reſpective ee 
O- 


ZHotwithitanding of the above Sentence of the Com- 
niſſion: As alſo, we ſhall prove the Warrantableneſs 
Ind Neceſſity of our exerciſing the Keys of Govern- 
nent and Diſcipline in our preſent Situation, ac- 
ording to the Word of God, our Confeſſon 
Faith, and the Principles of the covenantgghtias ö 
the Church of Ccotland; and, for the Readers 
ten Mheſe ſeveral Heads ſhall be diſtinguiſhed into WF: * 
ad many different Section... e 


% Some Hiſtorial Obſeroes on the State f 
| Ihe Church of Scotland, both in her 
' reforming and declining Periods. © © 
| 1 HE Hiſtory of ibis Church informs us, how 
* God was graciouſly pleaſed to make the 
— |[ELightof the Everlaſting Goſpel very early to ſhine 
35, upon this Land: When our Fathers were bow- 
ing down before aumò Jaols, and worſoipping 
vil rhe Hoſt ef, Heaven, the Day-ſÞring from o 
"it Higb viſited us; either in the Apoſtolick Age, ac- 
9s Wi cording to ſome; or in the Beginning of the nent, 
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- "the Throne of Iniquity that oppoſed the Advance- 
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: 8 Goſpes, that, about chef 
Tear 205, the King and many Peers of the Land ant 
embtaced Chriſtianity ; and in a ſhort Time there. 
alter the whole Nation became Chriſtian, and wa 
bleſled of God, fox. ſeveral Generations, with Pro- 
ſellors and Paſtors eminent for. Piety and Learning; 
| until at laſt this Nation, with moſt of tbe Nati. 
ons in Europe, was involved in Su Darke; 
A s God left not himſelf without Witneſs amongſt 
us during that Period of Antichriſtian Darkneſ; 
and n - ſo he was pleaſed. again to clear 
-- our Sky, by the Miniſtry of Mr. Parrick Hamilton, 
Mr. George Wiſheart,' Mr. ohn Knox and others; 
inſomuch, that, in the Year 1560, the Refor- 
mation was eſtabliſhed, and our firſt Confeſſion of 
Faith ratified, the Covenant three ſeveral Times 
worn, before. the Year 1597, for bearing down 


ment of the Kingdom of Chriſt in the Land. At 
which Time the Lord was known in a remarkable 
Manner in the Aſſemblies and Dævelling-plęces of 
our Zion; and upon all the Glory there was 4 
Defence: The Doctrine being found and lively, 
the Merſaip pure and ſpiritual, the Diſcipline 
powerful and impartial, the Government beauri- 
Jul as Tirzah, and comely as Jeruſalem for Or- 
der avd Unity, and all accompanied with the rich 
\Broathings and Influences of the Spirit of the Lord; 
Io that, in this Period, the Church of Scorfgnd was 
Poker of among Foreigners, as one. of, th. 3 — 
teſt; Candleſticks among the Churches of Chriſt. 
Wyheg aſter this the Powers of Hell and Earth 
had ſo Far prevailed, as to introduce a Courle of 


Deſectios for about the Space of 40 Years, where- 
in Error, Superſtition and Prelarick 7yrauny pre- 
*valled ; it plealed God, in the Tear 1637, to Hir 
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E 
op the Spitts'of a few of hi fande Wann 
Rand ſo far to own them by his powerful Providence, 


that in the Year 1638, font ood of the.ut- 
moſt Effort of the Gates of Hell, almolt the 2 5 


Land, in a few Months, ſubjected themſelves to the 


Oarh of God for Reformation ; which was counte= 
nanced from Heaven with a more than ordinary 


pw y of the Divine Preſence, and Down. pourin | 
of t - 


Aſſembſies of his People for Worſhi 2 inlomuch 


that iz his T| emple every 0ne did [pea 
ry. How did the Church of Chrilt, in this Return 
ol the Sun of Righreonſneſs, look forth as the 
Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, 
and terrible as an Army with Banners? 
what Life, Zeal and Courage did 9 

ts Work, (notwithſtanding of very Feat Opp ppoli- 
tidn) reviv ng and approving” the gifters 205 


As of former fe and. awful, Heblies, con- 
preteudea A emblies, 


dkmning and anülling Si 
which had cranlgrelled the Laws of Chriſt, chan= 
ged the Ordinances of bis Houſe, and broken the 


everlaſting Covenant The unlawful Ozzbs i mp | 
e Ser- 


ſed upon Intrants in Times of Delection, th | 
oice-book, the 9 71 of Canons, the Book of Orgi- 
nation and . 
Pyelacy and the Five Articles of Perth. abjured ; 
and he Prelares de 
Monuments of Popiſh Idolatry and Prelatick Tos 
ranny and Superſtition aboliſhed. Then was. the. 
Governmens of the Church ſet upon its proper 

„ the Foundation of - the Prophets aug A po- 


by the:good Hand 
vanits: Achat Time, the Reformation Was adva! 
on, . * RG and Cabin! 


ai whe from on high on Judicatories,& on the 


of his Glo- 


With 4 


poſed and excommunicate z all 


"ol 0 brift himſelf being the chief Corner-Stones-. 
Arid, 50d upon bis Ser- 


/ 


bh Commiſſion, were all condemned; 


2 4 abs 4 
_ R 


by. King An de to the Year 164r. Ur 

dier this Period, viz. from 1638 to 1650, Kirk. 

. _ fefſtons, Presbyteries, Synods and General 4. 
ſemiblies were eſtabliſhed in their full Power and 
Privilege; Laws both Civil and Eccleſiaſtick were 
ehacted, not only for purging the Houſe of God, 
But for preſerving Judicatories Civil and Eccleſia- 
fick free of Corruption; Patronages were repea- 
led, and the Settlement of Miniſters was appoin- 
ted to be with the Call and Conſent of the Congre- 

' gation concerned; likewiſe the Rights of the 
Church of Chriſt in this Land were aſſerted and 
recognized by the National Covenant, ſworn by 
all Ranks of Perſons. 2 . 
The remarkable Countenance that the Lord gave 
at this: Time to the reforming and covenanting 
Church of Scotland (if we may allude to the 
Practice of Judah and Iſrael, Jer. I. 3.) did ex- 
= +... . Cite our Neighbours in England. and Ireland to 

_ Tay, Come, and let us joiu our ſelues to the Lora, in 

ws an Ter igfing . Covenants never to be forgotten. 

— #\ Ji Accordingly, in the Year 1643, the Solemn League 

—_ and Covenant was ſworn, for maintaining, and for 

_ advancing ' and carrying on a Work of Reforma- 
_ | tion in all the three Lands: This Covenaus was 

_ afterwards renewed in Scotland, with a ſolemn Ac- * 

 knowleagment of Sins, and Engagement to Du- | 

”Iñjlñ / oo ig 

I be Lord having performed his great Work in 

Y Mount Zion, He did reign among his Antients 


_— 


3 r „ ere an 


G. a. ˙ aca * 


Ei . ED. . ; till, through the Influence of a Party 
= diſaffected to the Work of Reformation, a Gap 


Was opened by the publick Reſolntions, for Men of 
& | ' Malignant Spirits to get in to Places of publick 
Truſt Civil and Military, and by this Means alſo 
80 wind themſelves into Ecgleſialtical] RR 
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Againſt this Step 8 a conſiderable Bo⸗ 


dy of eminem 


Proteſlors „F have tranſmitted a faith Teftimony 


| 


„ ahd judicious h an 


to us their Poſterity. And the diſaffected Part7 
having, by the foreſaid publick Reſolutions, got 


themſelves into Places of Power and Truſt, 


A | 


Foundation was thereby laid for innumerable Evils 
which brake in like a Flood, and ſullied that glo- 
rious Work of Reformation; and the Lord was 
rovoked, in a Way of righteous Judgment, to let 


oole the Malignant Spirit, and to 


ut ſuch Powa 


er in their Hands, as to caſt this Church into 2 
bay Furnance of Perſecution fot the Space o 


Twenty eight 


ears; 


from which” he again deli- 


vered us by his gloriqus and ſurprizing Appearance 


for us at the Revolution, . whereof the 


YInce o 


9 aſterward e King, was the hap- 


py, ISfiroment.,. | 


en, God did ag again break the Toke of Pretas 


7ick, We yranny and arbitrary Power from off our 


Necks; and allow us, under the Protection of Au- 


thority, to meet in a National A mb 


have been expected, that the g/orions 


it might 
ork of Res. 


formation, attained to in the former Period, 3 


ail 


were yet alive. 


638 to 1650, 
y conſidering, tha 


ſhould have been recognized ; 


many Miniſters and cher, 


he had . ſeen the Temple in its former Glory 
We do not here intend to detra 


from that Regard phat is due to the Memory of - 
tel. worthy Minifte 


of th 


1e Furnace of a 


a Part in our firſt ( 


Ys others, who tame out 
F fertig and did bear 
Neal Aſſemblies after the Re» 


volution ; They no Da did whar they thought 
Proper and ſealonable 
tuation: Yet we. 85 


in ON to the Fe E* well : as e Gene- 


to be done in their preſent 
nfot conceal, yea, we muſt 
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hos, mention be 5 Na on. of | 


th Miniſters and others have complai- 
ed, xt Which we cannot but look upon as ſtan- 
img Groungs of the Lord's Courroverſy againſt us, 
as one of the Cauſes and Springs of many E- 
vils that have ſince befallen us: As for Inſtance, 
Beſides. what is already obſerved; That the Work | 
of Reformation, attained to in the formet Period, 
7 "7 never e by. pay of our General Al. 
t 


mblies ſince Revolution; We muſt add, | 
hat altho?, in the Cauſes of the National Paſt ap- 
pointed by, the Aſſembly that met 1690, it is owned, 

That the Supremacy was advanced in the pre- 

d „ cceding Reigns in ſuch a Way, and to fuch a 

115 >, as. never any Chriſtian Church A 
Vet that unwarrantable Suprematy, 

Ws -6 the Powers of, the, Earth over the 

Houſe of God, was not abfalnrely condemned, 
and the Sovereignty and Headthip of 8 kg on 

own axe 8 55 Martel abs gf #prefy 

particular in Oppoſition to the bold * Mr 

= n mak thereupon; 5 the late Times of lamen- 


table Deſection an Ne Perſecution : And par- 
age 851 12 and {elf-contridiftory Oarhs, 
F l. we Gen „ ard that called the 
e x rilegioufly robbed of 
Crown and _Dighit , 


and the Whole 
| . in the dresctel Sin and Gullt of 

E were. neyer exSYefy und e 
ned and mourned over 3 neither have theſe, 

god fever other ſinful. Oarhs impoſed during the 
id. Period, nor the Subperſion of our cove- 


£5 _— Reformation, by Parliamentary 'Deeds, 


Which laid a Foundation for. the Tyranny and 

ſhed which followed't el pon, » been Parti- 

* ee in any ot our Acts appointing 
4. 
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VNatinal Faſting ſince the Revolution. The OH. 


— 


| gation of our Covenaurs Natiama and Siem 
Teague, and their binding Force upan Poſterity, 


A of our Aſſemblies; tho this was the more ng- 
ceſſary, conſidering how they were ſo op in- 
late, and ignominiouſſy burnt in the fotmer Peri- 


cd. - Likewiſe the faithful Teſtimonies of many. of 


the Lord's Servants and People, even unto Death, 
 +fori the Headſhip- of Chriſt and our Covenants 
National and Solemn League, have not been par- 


1 "ticularly juſtified and approven:; And ſo far were 


we from purging the Houſe of God, according to 
the Example of the preceeding reforming” Perioh, 
that a Number who had complied with Prelacy, 
and who iy conan, . Blood- ſhed ard 
Perjury of the late perſecuting Times, were recei- 
| ved into Miniſterial Communion with this Church, 


„and had Place in her Judicatories, without reqgi- 


ring any Evidence of their Repentance, and Sor- 
row for their hainous Guilt, W ben theſe and the 


Reaſon to ſay, Ve with our Fat bers have fined, 
we underſivod. not his Wonders, - nor remetnbred 


mighty Power to be known ; yet, have we not 
_ mingled ourſeſves with the Enemies of a couenan- 
ted Reformation, and learned of rbem their Works ? 
It was alledged, That the Land was then no way 


vie to return by ſolemn national Covenarting unto 
the Lord; and that it was not a proper Time and 
Senſon to be 700 particular in mentioning our publick 


national Sins, and in condemning the groſs Defecti- 
ons and hainous Backſlidings vf the fołt mer Period, 


„ enen 


i 19 


bas never been expreſly aflerted by any Bor ie¹, 


like Evils are ſeriouſly conſidered, have we: not 


the Multitude of bis Mercies? And tho“ be ſaved 
1, for his Names Sake, that he might wake his 
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 thecovenanted Teluidonß of the Church of .Scor- 
ua, unto Impriſonments, Baniſhments, ſpoil- i 
ing of Goods, cruel Tortures, and even upto 
Death itſelf ; and that by a great Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, from the Noble Marquis of Argyle down an 
to the late wonderful Revolution. But, in wait- 
ing for a froper Time and Sealon, we came to l 
loſè the Seaſon and Opportunity altogether; par- 
ticularly when by the Treaty of Union, Anno 1707, 
we were brought under the more immediate In- 
"fluence of our Neighbours, whole Principles as to 8 
Church Government and Diſcipline, and in many 
Points that concern the Worſhip of God, do differ 
. widely from ours; as alſo, when by the ſaid Zyeaty 
woe were corporate with them, upon Terms op- 
te unto that Covenant-Union, which was recko- 
ned the Honour and Glory of the three Lands in 
AS a former Period. Hence, inſtead of making Pro- 
BM greſs in a Work of Reformatipn, we came in a 
r Tore Time to fall under the Weight of ſome new 
and very heavy Grievances : As for Inſtance, - 
In the Year 1712, the Right of Preſentation 
to Patrons, ſubverſive of the Right: of Eleftion 
belonging to Chriſtian Congregations, by the 
Word of God, and the Conſtitutions of this 
Church, was reſtored; and an almoſt boundleſs To- 
- eration was granted, by which the Government 
and Diſcipline of this Church was greatly weak- 
=. ned, and a Door was opened for Laxneſs in Prin- 
ple, which never fails to bring alongſt with it 
Do oſneſs in Practice; Superſtition and Will-wor- 
ip have thereby ſpread further through the Land, 
than in any Period ſince our Reformation: A 
_ Hound was allo given, and a Breach mage a- 
be deals, yen, bythe orig e 


\ 


a. 


% 
- 


of Toleration, the Oath of {hjuration was im- 
pos d. The moſt Part of the Miniſters of this 
Eburch, apprehending it brought them under no 
other Obligation but Allegiance to the e 44 
Wand an Engagement againft a Popiſb Pretender, 
Jand to the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 'Line, 
had Freedom to take the faid Oath ; when ſeveral 
8 Miniſters, judging it did ' #0mo/ogate the united 
Conſtitution, oppoſite to our Covenant union, tho 
they were equally well- affected to the Proteſtant 
to MW Succeſſion with their Brethren, yet for this, and 
1y other Reaſons of this Kind, they have not to this 
Day had Freedom to {wear it. Likewiſe the Sacra- 


© 
— 


uy mental Teſt, and Conformity to the Hierarchy, 
- I Liturgy and Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
o- came to affect ſuch as are Members of this Church 
in while ſerving the Sovereign in England and Ire. 
0- land. Countenance is alſo given to a ſuperſtitious 
a Obſervation of Holy-Days, by the Vacation of 
70 our moſt conſiderable Civil Courts, in the Harter 


End of December: Likwiſe, a ſuperſtitious Form 


on of Swearing is introduced amongſt us from Eng- 

n land, by laying the Hand upon, and kifſirg the 

he iW Goſpels; a very grols Innovation in that. ſolemh 

is Piece of Divine Worſhip, and contrary to the 

o- I Scripture-Pattern: And the Judicatories of this 

nt Church, and Members thereof, are precluded 

k- from addreffing the Honourable Howſe of Peers, 

n- unleſs Addreſſes are directed unto the Lords Spi- 

it ritual, which is not agreeable to qur known : 
r- Principles. All theſe Things, together with tze 
d, more frequent Reſort of Perſons of all Ranks into 1 
A England, and their occaſional Conformity to the 

- KM Liturgy and Ceremonies there, have very much 


is | blunted that Edge and Concern, manifeſted in 
* |}. former Times by this Church and Land, for the. 
WW 


= 


EY: HH 
in 


n. Procels of Time (if the Lord do not mer. 
Sully prevent it) to make this and the riſing 
Genezation more and more eaſy and indifferent. 
about. the Worſhip, Goveiriment and Dilcipline 
af the Lord's Houſe, Thus our ſpiritual Beau 
ty is daily departin from, us, our Gola become 
uim, and our moft fine Gold is changed: T 
Grows 4s fallen from off our Heads, wo unto u, 
for wwe have ſinned. e ARA 
When thick and dark Clouds were. covering 
our Horisan, and when Ruin and Deſtruction 
threatned any good Work that the Lord had 
_ wrought for us by the late merciful ' Xevolurion 
the Lord was gracioully-.-plealed to ſcatter the 
Clouds, and to revive our Spirits, by the ſeaſon- 
able Acceſſion of our Iate Sovereign King George 
Jo. the Throne of thele Realms: And no ſooner} 
Was this Deliverance given us, than an unnatura 
Hebellion broke forth in our Bowels; the Intereſt 
of A Popiſh Pretender was openly eſpouſed, and 
Banner was diſplayed againſt the Revolution. 
Antereſt, our Souereign King George, and the 
Drotaſtant Succeſſion in his Royal Family, and 
. that by a Sett of Men who were always declared 
Enetnies to Scor/ang's couenanted Reformation: 
Hut the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to break their 
\ Meaſures," to pour Shame 2nd Contempt upon 
our Enemies, and to turn War into Peubè in al) 
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* * wh 


a & © GY 267< 


SO % 
When the Hand of the Lord was ſo remarkably 
_ -  « feen in working manifpld.” Deliverances for us, it 
might have been expetted that ſomething ſhould 
have been done {for 5 on Reformation- 
work amongſt us, and that the proper Means 
ou have been ufd for the Redreſs of , theſe 
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mer 1 groning 1 der f u 
riſinz . ſeveral 1 and Precbyrerres (elp 
teren I. his A on to 


ine wry, dap: their Iaſtructions often defire, that" tt 
* 7 n Aſſemblies of this Such ne 734 
come his Majeſty far the - Regreſs. ot the Grievances F 

Tie that we. were. hrowght, under; and tho? we had I 
0 41 Reaſon te expect Succeſs in recs of this Na- = 
| ture, when tis conſidered that the Toleratr 


ering and Parronage Acts were br ht upon us at a 


ctiouß Time 7 Proteſtant Succe, was, in the 4 
had Danger, and with an evident D Defigh t I 
ion — the Epiſcopal 1222 the know k 
the vourers of the Pretender, and | 
iſon· ¶ Hands of the Presbyteri aus, the Di firm Friends 
zorgeſ to the Proteſtant: Succeſſion in Scotland; yet this 
oner has been neglected from Time to Time, td the 
ura very great Prejudice of this Church; but, inkeal 
ereſti of uſing! proper 'Means for obraining 2 Redreſs G 
and our Grievances, We have, like 1/achar, 75 
ion. down berween' tuo Burdens, and our. Sd 
the der in bear. 39 
and Further, as if we had been Jdlivered 46 to > 
ared Iniqui hs . former es, Corry ; i 
ion: Princi Rice: has never more ded 
heir in the 12 far 2s we know, as fince our 2 
pon 8 from the late anna uralRebill en, en; and I 
ait is to be feared, that too me aro pen Win 'Y 
pe damnable and -pernicious-1 | Y 

bly {of Men, who have 


„ it and Pen to run down' [rev Religion, and 
ud rare the Grounds and Foundation of our Ch 
on- Faith: It is evident, that Arion Hla ie 
ans Arminian Errors, have been 2 In 

1cle + our moſt conſiderable: inari 
an- Where the Youth re ned p for 


. Conner ſion d*Regeneration are ridicul'q 


Work of the Spirit of God upon the Souls of 
Men in their effectual Calling, have been treated 
even from the Prefs and otherwiſe in a very ludi. 
1 ctous Manner; the Power of Religion is daily 
= decaying amongſt us; the very Form of it is de- 
wied by ſome, and e by others. Theſe 
Nurſeries of Prophanity, Wickedneſs and Wan. 

| tonneſs, vis. the Diverſions of the Stage, Night- 
4 emblies and Balls, have prevaiPd in the prin- 


cha cu of the Nation, and elſewhere ; the 


common Impreſſions of God are in a great Meaſure 
word off the Spirits of Men, and the Holy Spirit 
of God is very much reſtrained both from our AC. 
'{emblies for Worſhip and Diſcipline. © We are con- 
ſumed; and yet we know it not: 'Fho?.the Aſini- 
fers of the San 

aud call a ſolemn Aſſembly, eſpecially when 


- 


"id 2{ide for ſeveril Years, as if we arealtogether 
Ivadtent, tho” the Neceſſity of it has been repre- 
rented from Near to Year, to our National- Al- 
mblies.”” | | 7 71 -&A : RT. | 


e bot 
"2dd. "That Ruin threatens the Church of Svor land, 
fort the. Want of ie Caurion and Tendernefs 

An the licenciating of young Menu as Probationers 

ot the holy Miniſtry, as alſo from the Corrupt 

_ _ and updue Eutries of many into the Miniſtry, 

_ *particolarly by the Aceeptance of Preſentations: 
This Courſe has a viſible Tendency to increaſe, in 


7 5 ſerious Godlinels, and the ſupernatural 


he Sanctuary ought to ſanctiſy a Faſt, 
1 niquity abounds; yet National Faſting has been | 


N . 6 6 * e of 3 | % & , b | 
„But to all the above-mentioned Evils we- muſt 


all Corners. of the Land, a Miniſtry utterly un- 


e ſo not fit to ei and rule rhe 
Fete Gos, and to ſtrengthen the Hands of our 
Enemies, who may deſign to model the Church 

dn end 
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cording to, their own Mind; and this Rains, © 
wholly from ourſelves, the Blame of it muſt be 


laid at our 2 Door; elpecially when it is con- 
ſidered, that the Parliament, in the Year 1719, 
inſerted a Clauſe into the Patronage-Act, Which 


might have been improven for Good to the Church 


tof Scotland: For, as it was declared by the faid- 
Act, That, a Preſentation was not valid unleſs 
accepted; ſo it was then thought, that none who 
owned themſelves Presbyterian, would follow 
this Courſe ; and conſequently it was judged, that 
the Settlement of Pariſhes would have run in 2 
more agreeable. Chanel than any : And for 
e 


ſome Time the Acceptance of a Preſentation was 
7 fo much as heard of amongſt us, till ſome, 
whoſe Station and Character laid them under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations to aſſert and maintain the 
Liberties, and \juſt Rights and Privileges of the 


Church of Scotland, did finfully and hamęſully 


gad the Way for a conditional Acceptance of Pre- 
ſentations. And, when this was not check'd in 
the Bud, it ſoon became faſhionable for Intrants 
into the, Miniſtry to follow this Courſe ; and 
herein were ſupported by the Deciſions of 
the Commiſſion of che General Aſſembly in their 
Favours, appointing their Settlement in Pariſhes, 
when oft Part both of Elders and People were 
reclaiming. Tea, Settlements have been appoin- 
ted in a very arbitrary Manner over diſſenting. 
Congregations, even when there was no Preſen- 
tation in the Caſe ; and, when the Presbyteries 


concerned could not proceed to ſuch violent Set? 

tlements, Committees of the Commiſſion. were 

named, and inveſted with a Presbyrerrial Power, — 
to try and ordain Men to the Office of the fa) . 
Miniſtry ; Ard, if Prochyreries reluled (0 200k 


the 
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them after they were ordained, or if Miniſters dil. {WM 7: 
— 5 ſealing Ordinances to the People of theſe WW ſen 
>ongregations, who cannot ſubmit ta the Mini- 3 
ſtry of ſuch as are intruded upon them, in both Co 
5 theſe Caſes the higheſt Cenſures of the Church ſta! 


are threatned to be inflicted. .-. {+ 
And, that our Ruin may be more effectually ¶ in 
carried on, the General Aſembiy did by their N wt 
Act 1732, anent the Settlement ef. vacant Chur- cul 
ches, lay a Yoke upon the Neck of the Church mi 
and People of God, Heapier, in ſome Reſpect, in. 
than that of the Patronage· Act itſelf; but, fince ¶ thi 
this will bear a Part in the following Section, we of 
Mall not inſiſt upon it here.. 

By Reaſon of the above-mentioned. Proceedings bu 
df our Church-judicatories, the Cry of Violence MW #r 
and Oppreſſion is ſtill louder. and louder from all ¶ ev 

Corners of the Land: And, as if all ' theſe Evils | 2 
were hot enough, if Miniſters from the: Pulpic 
regret them, if they expoſe the Sinfulneſs of them, 


1 and the Danger that they threaten our Presby terian 
| Conſtitution, they muſt be brought to the Bar 


of Church. judicatories, and there be 


e rebuke 
and admoniſped : Tho* the Danger is 


entl 
ſieen, yet the Watchmen. upon our 2 
Palls muſt be ſilent; they muſt hold their Peace, 
and not give the Alarm to the City of God. 
This is the Caſe of Mr. Erskine, who was ap- 
pointed by the laſt Aſſembiy to be rebuked and 
_ #4moniſped at their Bar, for teßtiſying, in his 
Sermon at the Opening of the Synod of Perth, 
dàgainſt the foreſaid Act of" bly as ſinful, 
' and againſt thetunwarrautable Proveesings of our 
__ "Church-jndicatories in the Settlement of-Mintſters ; 
and this Sentence of the A/embly gave Occaſion 


for the Proreſtation mentioned in the: 3 
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A reſented by the Ae 
ſembly in the Manner that there narrated, _ 
We ſhall only add, Thar füch is the State and 


Condition at preſent of what is reckoned the E- 
ſtabliſne Church of Scotland, that there is no 


outward Appearance of any Change and Alteration 


in her Circumſtances to the better; © eſpecially 


when it is conſidered, that the Judicatories, parti- 
cularly the General Aſſemblies and their Com- 


| miſſions, are filed with ſuch as have been either 
intrude into Congregations themſelves, or who are 
the avowed and declared Supporters and Abettors 


of violent Intruſions : And what can be expected 


from ſuch who are thruſt in upon Congregations, 


but that they will to the utmoſt of their Power 
promote the ſame Courſe, and bear doun whats 


ever Oppoſition is made by Oocfrinal or judicial 


Teſtimonies. againſt the ſame ? 


This is a ſhore Hint at the preſent deplorable 


Situation of the Church of Scotland, once famous 
amongſt the Churches for Purity, comely for Or- 


der and Unity; and | beautiful through ſome _ 


Meaſure of the Divine Preſence in her Judicatq- 
ries and Aſſemblies for Worſhip : But her Beauty - 
is in a great Meaſure . departed from her, ſhe is 
lofing her Purity, and deſtroying her own comehy 
Order and Unity; ſo that, in many Reſpects, 
Jchabod may be {aid to be written upon her. And 
this will turther appear from the Grounds of our 
"Preſent Seceſſion from the prevailing Party 
in the Eſtabliſhed Church, who aré carrying on 


.with'a high Hand a Courſe. of Defection from ut 


Reformation and covenanted Principles; arid theſe 


” 


We are to lay open in the following Section. 
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Reaſons by the Proteſting Mini ſters for 
* their - Seceſſion from the prevailing 
Far in the eftabliſhed Church. 


To the Sentence that they have paſs d againit us, 
declare us to be no longer Mini ſters of this Church 
and they probibite all the Miniſters of thi 
Church to employ tis in any miniſterial Funttion. 
This Sentence of the Commiſſion carries not in it 
any one Gronnd for ſuch a ingular and uncommon 
Cenſure; but, as it ſtands in Connection with the 
Act aud Sentence df the laſt General Aſſembly 

ainlt us, it is becauſe we prozeſted for our ju 
ihe and Privilege to teſtify. againſt the Atty 
1732, and the like Defections of this Church. 
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And being /u/#en4ed ſrom the Exerciſe of our Mi- 
niſtry, becauſe we could not retract᷑ the ſaid Pro- 
 Feſtarion, and declare aur Grief and Sorrow for 
ie ſame; Let, notwithſtanding of this, we 
"gontinue to exerciſe our | Miniſtry, as we have al - 


: 


ready narrated in the preceeding Introduction: 
I bereſore the Commiſſion did proceed to the above 
| Sentence (againſt us; and, when it was intimated 
unto us, we did proteſt, that, Notwiibſtanding of 
tur being caſt our from miniſterial Communion 

with the eftabliſhed Church of Scotland, wwe ſtill 
doll Communion with all and every one, who 
*  eſire with us to adhere to the Principles of the 
tue Precbyrerian covenanted Church of Scotland, 
tn ber Dottrine, Worſhip, Government and Diſ- 
eipline; and particularly with every one, who 
aregroaning under the Euils, and affected _— 
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the Grievances we have been A of, anil 
| 200 are their ſeveral Spheres wreſtling agaruſt 
7 | rhe ſame: Bin, in regard the prevailing Party 
n this eſtabliſhed Church, who haue now caſt us 
1288 ou; from miniſterial Communion with them, are 
carrying on a Courle of Deſection from aur re- 


— 


formed and covenanted Principles, and particu. 
{drly are ſuppreſſing miniſterial Freedom and 4 
Faithfulneſs in teſtiſying agaihſtthe-prefent Back = 
© Fidings of. this Church, and infliting-'Cenfures 4 
apon Miniſters for witneſſing by Proteſtetzon and 1 
| otherwiſe againſt rhe ſame : T bereforè wi:#0z)for <e | 


o 
” 


| zbeſt and many other werg hry Reajons to be daa 4 
open in dus Time, proteſt, That we are obliged. . i 
. 20 make à Seceſſion from them; and that we ft 
bly bave no miniſterial Communion with them,” W 
0 they ſee their Sins and Miſtakes, and amend thes. 
14 We own that Seceſſion from miniſterial Comj- 
cb. munion! with ſuch as bear the Character and o- 
Mi- fice of Miniſters of the Goſpel, ought to proceed 
ro- upon weig hey and important Grounds ; yet, as it. 
for cannot be reſuſed that a Seceſſion from miniſterial i 
we Communion with ſuch has been found in ſome © , } 
al. Caſes both neceſſary and juſtifiable; ſo wwe 
n : bope it will be evident to ſuch as conſider the 
ve the Matter without Partiality and Prejudice; that 
ed our preſent Seceſſion is both warrantabie and 6s 
e cefſary : Our Proteſtation doth limit and citeum- 
on ſcribe the ſame, and it plainly characterizeth them 
2 from whom it is made. Our Seceſſion is net from 
the Churchrof Scotland; we own her Doctrine 
be contained in her Confeſſion of Faith; we adhere 
d, to her covenanted Presbyterian | Ghuych-Govern- = 
ment, Diſcipline and Worſhip : Neither is our 
ho | Seceſſion: bm theſe who are cleaving untowour 
. -covenanted Principles, and who are affected _ 
535305600 r 
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mont in their Hands, and who have g 


clare ourſelves upon this Head, and ſatisſy ſuch aff 


= Grievances we complain of, and are in ther eri 
ſevera! Spheres wreſtling againſt the fame; bu ot 
it is from a Party who have got M. 

the Majo. ill t 
rity on their Side in the udicatories, particularly 
in our Afemblies and Commiſſions, and who at nen 
tarrying on a Courſe of Defection from our re. 
formed and covenanted Principles, and are ſuppreſſ ret 
Sing miniſterial Freedom and Faithfulneſs in teliii 
Fying againſt their preſent Backilidings, by ifi. 
\Eting Cenſures upon Miniſters for witneſſing by o n 
Proteſtation and otherwiſe againſt the ſame. pere 
And that we may more fully and plainly de- lea 


are unprejudiced, about the Neceſſity and Unwar: pro 
\xantablenefs of our preſent Conduct; we do al. ion 
firm, That the prevailing Party in the ſudicato · Non 


-ries of the Church of Scotland, particularly in oui. 


Aſſemblies and Commiſſions, © are breaking don pro 


ters are come to ſuch a Height, that we are exclu- 
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our beautiful Presbyterian Conſtitution, and pura. 
ſuing ſuch Meaſures as actually corrupt, or have oi 
the moſt direct Tendenq ro corrupt, the Doctrine 


contained in our excellent Confeſſion of Faith; and 
that they are impoſing new Terms of Miniſterial pro 
| Communion, by reſtraining Miniſterial Fredom andWre 
ning in teſtifying againſt theſe ſinful and 
Church. ruminę 
the Solemn Engagements they have come under cee 


ing Courſes; and all this contrany 70 def 


at their Ordination to the holy Miniſtry. And like- on 
wife, theſe corrupt Courſes are carried on 2017h. ana 
High Hand, \ notwithitanding that the ordinary 
Means have been uſed to reclaim them, and to ſtop 
the Current of their Deſection, till at length Mat- 


dlechſrom keeping up a ſtanding Teſtimony againſt the 
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ake a from. the ſaid Zrevailing Party 


Miſtakes that they are under, and reform and a- 
end the lame. . sf e 


Wrevailing Party in the Fudicatories of the eſtabli- 


Wand, as we are heartily forry that we ſhould have 
o much Ground for it, ſoꝰ we can ſay, that we fin- 
Cerely wiſh Matters were otherwiſe. It is not very 
pleaſant unto us, that we are obliged to lay open 


Ahe ſinful and unwarraritable Steps of ſuch, who 
/ar-MWWbrofeſs to be of the ſame Presbyterian Denomina. 


jon with ourſelves, and to own the ſame Come 


to · on of Faith with us: But ſince the Meaſures thar 
ourlWre followed at preſent are ſo oppoſite unto our 


Proſeſſed and declared Principles, and ſince the 


aveoing on in the ſaid Meaſures without relentiog, 
nend fince the whole of their unjuſtifiable Conduct 
and Wowards us appears to be a loud and clear Call in 
rial rovidence unto us; Therefore, for theſe Reaſong, 
andre judge it our Duty to exoner ourſelves after this 


Manner before the World, and to bear Teſtimony. 


p :obefore the preſent, as well as for the Sake of ſuc 
derfiſfceeding Generations, againſt a Courſe of Deſecti. 
ke· on and Backſliding from our covenanted Refors. 
5 4 ＋ ation. V. * R N . 1 
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top Wof the above Charge; and all that we deſire is, 
lat- That every Thing may be 2weighed impartially in 
lu- the Balances of the Sanftnary, and that both. - 
nt they and we may be tried and judged according to; 
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terial Communion with them: And therefore it 
bor only ry for us, but preſent Dury,' to 


Will they de Sins they are guilty of, and the. 


The Charge that we have now laid againſt the. 


ed Church of Scotland, we own, is very beavy ; 


Party from whom we have made a Seceſſion are 


We ſhall now proceed to prove the ſeveral Part 


the Word of God, and our Reformation and co 
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-- wenanted Prindoles agreeable, thereto, laying afide| 
Prejudice that blinds the Mind, andiaFpartial Re. 


gardi to any Sett of Men whatſoever, 3 F 


The firſt Thing that we have charged againſt x; 
3 prevailing Party in our Judicatories, 
particularly in our General Aſſemblies and Com · 

miſſions, is, That they are breaking down our 
| beautiful Presbyterian Conſtitution. This will ap- i 
pear, if their Conduct, in the following particular 
Inſtances thereof, is ſeriouſly conſideredj; * 
Fir, The General Aſſembly, at Edinburg 
:Y Anno 1639, do, by their Act Augn/t zoth, ordain, 
That no Novation, which may diſturb the Peace 
= of the Church, and make Diviſion, be ſuddenly 
8 : 1 enacted, but ſo as the Motion be 
”  -© firſb communicate to the ſeveral Synods, Presby- 
- © teries and Kirks, that the Matter may be appro- 
ved by all at home, and Commiſſioners may 
F come well prepared to conclude. à ſolid .Deli- 
7 beration upon theſe Points in the General Aſſem- 
=_ © bly.” - This Act is renewed by the General Af- 
ſembly 1695; and the General Aſſembly 1699 do, 

=  - for preventing any /udden Alteration. or Innovati- 

en, or other Prejudice to the Church, in either 

Doctrine or Worſhip, Diſcipline or Government, 
appoint, enact and declare, That, before any 
General Aſſembly of this Church ſhall paſs any 

EA cts which are to be binding Rules and Conſti- 

I tutions to the Church, the ſame be firſt propo- 

L ſed as Overtures to the Aſſembly; and, being 

b bp chem paſſed as ſuch, be remitted to the Con- 

7 fideration of the ſeveral Presbyteries of this x 
Church, and their Opinion and Conſent repor- n. 

1 dete by their Commiſſioners to the next General I in 
ede may. pas the fame imo AG 
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„had, 
F : T he 


Meh of Scotland had been taught from 


lad Experience, that even General Aſſemblies, u- 


pon ſome Occaſions, might be corſtirute of ſuch 
W Members who might bring in dangerous Innovati- 


ons upon her; and therefore this Fence and Guard 


is wilely contrived upon our Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Government and Diſcipline, That Over tures, as to 


any Acts that are to be binding Rules to the Church, 


= ſhould be approv's by all at home, and that they 

ſhould be paſt into Acts, only if the more general. 
Oi nion of the diffuſive Church of Scotland agree 
zhereunto: But the prevailing Party in this e- 
ſtabliſned Church have broken down this neceſſa- 


ry Fence and Guard upon the juſt Rights and Pri- 


vileges of this Church and the Members thereof. 
e might upon this Head mention the Caſe of Mr. 


| Simſou Profeflor at Glaſgow, who was convi- 


cted before our Aſſemblies of groſs Blaſphemies 
againſt the great God our Saviour. The Proceſs 
was tranſmitted. by the Aſſembly 1728 to the ſeve- 
ral Preshyteries, for their Judgment upon the 
Cenſure which he deſerv'd; and when the Majori- 
ry of Presbyteries by far did give their Judgment, 
that he ſhauld be Jepoſed from the Office of the 
Holy Miniſtry, yet the 4/zmbly 1729 thought 
fit to reſt in 4 Su Peat We know it is alledged, 

| That, in this Cafe, there was no binding Rule 
and Conſtiution made; but we are ſure this was 4 
Matter of the-greateſt Moment and Importance to 
the whole Church of Scotland, a Matter whetein 

| nat the Maintenance of the Doctrine contained 
in our Confe(ſion of Faith only, but the Honour 


of Him who is God over all bleſſed for euer, was | 
bearly concerned: hy to 7Fanſums — _ 
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Proceſs to Presbyteries for their Fuſgment upon Tel 
the Cenſure, and yet not to regard thei, appears un 


to be as much inconfiltent with itſelſ, ag it Was a their 
plain counteracting the Judgment of the if, our 
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ral Opinion of the Church, that the moſt Part of the 
Presbyteries did declare themſelves againſt it in the tet 
Terms in which it now ſtands; yet it was paſs'd i th 
into a ſtanding and binding Rule, contrary to the A 
above Acts of Aſſembly, regulating the Manner A 
of paſſing Acts of general Concern to the Church: in 
As for the Marre of the ſaid Act, we ſhall conſi- in 
der it under another Head. The other [tance E 
we give is the Act Aſſembly 1130, diſcharging i N 
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Aleful and neceſſary in any eſpects that Diſ- 5 
0 ſovld ſiand recorded, 2 
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\ 


9 
Teſtimonies againſt ſuch Determinations as appear 
Funwiarrantable, and of.'a dangerous Tendency ; o- 
ther wiſe dur Poſterity, that may ſee the Records of 
our Church- judicatories, can form no juſt Judg- 
ment concerning the Oppoſition that is made to 
ſinful and unwarrantable Deciſions. And we may 
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. 
* 


4 
4 


. 
99 5 


Freaſonably judge, that there was no Tranſmiſſion 


of the laid Act as an Overture to the reſpective 
Presbyteries, becauſe the prevailing Party did ea- 


ſily fee that it would meet with a vigorous Oppoſi- 
tion, and that the Majority of Presbyteries would 


AO 


not readily agree unto it: This was evident from 


che Repreſentations againſt it from many Presby: 
teries, and the Inſtructions that were given in for 
the Repeal of it to ſubſequent General Aſſemblies: 


| And we muſt alſo add, That the paſſing of this 


Act fo ſummarly and irregularly, at a Time where- 
in the preſent ſad and threatning Aſpect of Affairs 


in this Church, rendered the Maintenance an 
Exerciſe of the | juſt Rights and Privileges of the 
Members thereof more neceſſary than at any 
Time fince our late happy Revclution, cannot mils 
to have a very bad Appearance; and we cannot 
otherwiſe conſtruct of it, than as Joe with a De- 
ſign to bury all faithful Teflimonies againſt the 


Back/i1aings of. this Church in Oblivion, ſo thar 


Generations to come may have no Knowledge of 
our preſent Contendings, and may be ready to ima- 
gine that we in this Period have been upon a joint 


Conſpiracy to betray the Work of God. And the 


Act itſelf plainly argues, That the prevailing 
Party are themſelves under a ſecret Fealonſy, that 


their Determinations, according to the Chanel in 
Which they run at preſent, are not able to ſtand a 


Y fair Trial at the Bar of God's Word, and the 
Principles ef the Church of Scorlan founded there- 
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ow . Every one that _ dorh Evil,  hatezh the 
Light, neither cometh to the. Lig leſt his 


Deeds ſhould be reproveu, or diſcoventdi(as in the 


Margin) But he that doth Truth, cometh to the 
Light, that his Deeds may be made manifeſt, that 
they are wrong ht in God, John iii. 20, 21. If they 
were not afraid of a ſtanding Teſtimony againſt 
their Determinations, why ſhould the Members 
of Church. judicatories be precluded the Freedom 
and Liberty allowed in all free Courts whether Ci- 


vll or Eccleſiaſtical, yea, in the high Court of Par- 
rr Eo fins Gio: 
Too conclude this Head, Pvery. vageejodiced and 


impartial Reader may judge it the preſent prevai- 


it the F 
ling Party do act a very . PAY in caſting 


us Out from Miniſterial Communion with them, for 


._ prozeſiivg, and that for our jjult Exoneration, a- 


à particular Sentence and Decifion of the 


-General Aſſembly; when yet they themſelves, if it 
| © ſeives to carry on their own Ends and Purpoſes, do 
- < confidently tread upon the Authority of the Church, 


expreſſed in the Acts of her General Aſſemblies, 
and in ſuch Acts as are framed for.a Fence and 
Guard againſt dangerous Tnnovations, that may be 
Introduced by a corrupt Party, which may ſometime 
bear the N in our General Aſſemblies, and 
make Acts and Conſtitutions contrary to the Sen- 


timents of the diffuſed Church of Scorjang. 0 

| 24%, It is a received Proteſtant Eher as 
Well as one of the known Principles of this C 
that The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the only Lord and 


1 — 
* R 
4 
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© Lawgiver unto his Church and Peggle; and that 
© he alone is Lord of the Conſcience, and hath left 


it free from the Doctrines and Commandments 
of Men, which are in any Thing contrary unto 


5 . 
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© his Word, or beſides it, in Matters 00 AY Of 
N 5 | | „ : | < a, __ 


. * 


urch, 


e 
© Worſhip. ' Conf. Chap. 
ku ae 7 al, * 

Tn, 
ſus. h 


he Truth of all this will evidently appear from the 
ollowing particular Inſtancesss 
iſt, By the Act of Aſſembly 1732, anent the 
Pertlement of . vacant Congregations, a legiſſam r 
Power and Authority "is exerted beſide the Worty 
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nd contrary unto it; in regard this AG ff 
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page! in ſuch 2 That a 7 Meeting 
of Heritors and Hders may impoſe a Miniſter u. 

4 a reg ths 0 We Golpel- Pa. 
tor, when they are aiſſenting and reclaiming: 
Vea, if Heritors bear the Majority in the conjunct 

Meeting, they may moo a Minifter upon a Con- 

Eregation, when both Elders and People are difler. 

ting and reclaiming. - As this Practice is condemnedMis r 

by the Word of God, which in Matters of this Kind Th 
admits of no Difference betwixt he Man with the pre 

Gold Ring in gooaly Apparel, and the poor Man ini we 

mean Raimeni; fo it is contrary to ApoſtolicallWi 

Practice and Example recorded in the New Te. 

ſtament, according to which Office-bearers were 
given unto the Church, at the very firſt Erection 
arid Conſtitution of the New - Teſtament Church ts t 
with the Choice and Conſent of the Flock and HeriWneit 
tage of God, Acts i. 15. to the Cloſe ; & vi. 1,—7WMhhec 

Chap. 14. 23. and ſundry other Texts of Scripture 

And we cannot but look upon Apoſtolical Pra 

ctice and Example recorded in, the New TeluWthe 

ment (as all the reformed Churches have hithertq to k 

done) to be equivalent unto 4 poſuive Precepi Min 


\* © Likewiſe, by the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly, thifþoir 


Church has taken into her Boſom, thoſe that an 
openly diſaffected unto our Presbyterian ConſtituMever 
tion and covenanted Reformation, as well as decl: 
red Enemies to our Sovereign King George ani 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Royal Family; i kon 
regard Protes an, Heritors, without any otheiſfas bi 
Qualification, are thefeby veſted with an Eccleſi ot 
F 9 Right and Privilege of electing and callin Wa 
Miniſters unto. all the vacant Congregations i Ene 


Scotland where they have Intereſt ;* and, if thefto. i! 


. are ſupernumerary to the well-affected HeriroFwou 
2 and Elders in thele Congregations, | (which 'S | : 3 
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quently the Caſe) they may impoſe Miniſters upon 
theſe well-affe&ed Congregations, tho? diſſenting | 
and reclaiming. We mult further obſerve upon 
this Head, That this new Rule, laid down about 
the Settlement of vacant Congregations, is con- 
trary to our Books of Diſcipline firſt and ſecond. ; 
it is contrary to the Act of Aſſembly 1649; yea, it 
is not agreeable to the Act of Parliament 1690. 
This Act was not a Church-Rule; yet, ſince it is 
pretended that the Act 1732 is agreeable thereto, 
we muſt obſerve, That, tho” it is ordained by the 
laid Act of Parliament 1690, that Heritors and 
Elders ball name and propoſe One to the Congre- 
pation," to be approven or diſapproven by them; 
yet the ſaid Act does not give an elective Power 
to the conjunct Meeting of Heritors and Elders, 
neither does it determine the Election to be fini- 
ſhed before the Perſon is approven or dilapproven 
by the Congregation, as is done by the Act of 
Aſſembly now complained of: Seeing then that 
the ſaid Ack differs ſo much from any Rule hither- 
to known in this. Church about the Settlement of 
Miniſters, we may ask our Managers if they can 
point us to any Act or Conſtizution in any of the 
reformed Churches that runs parallel unto it : Has 
ever any Church but ours delivered ſuch a valuable 
Tryft and Privilege into the Hands of their avowed 
and declared Enemies? Would not that Cizy be rec- 
koned infatuate, and would ſhe not be lob kt upon 
as bringing Deſtruction and Ruin upon herſelf, that 
ſhould pur it into the Hands of her Enemies to ſet 
Watchmen upon her Walls? And, would not the 
Enemy of ſuch an infatuate City know well how- 
to. imptove ſuch an Advantage againſt her? ard, | 
would. they not chpele fuck to be. ſet upon the 
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"wit of 7 Gs; TK, wou id FRY entertai 
familiar Correſpotidence with them, and why 
jnighe ſometime or other betray the City with al 
er Rights and Privileges into their Hands? on 
A Second Inſtance we give of a Magiſterial auf 
Zordly Power exerciſed over ih. Flock and Heri 
wee God, is, The violent Intruſſons of Mini 
Tiers upoy Chriſtian Congregations, that have take 


| lace® the Order of ſome late Aſemblies ani p 
their Commiſſions, .ndt only upon the Footing off rk 


the Act 1732, but even of the Patronage- Ack it 
55 where be leaſt Concurrence. could be obtain 
1 and ſometimes (as in the Caſe of Kinroſi 
. 0 Sn e have been ordered contrary to bot 
AJ - thele Rules. "Now, whatever Diſputes have beef 
[ Wout the Bi 10 t of the Chriſtian People to eled 
heir own Tm, yet we know few or none tha 
oh pretended 1 defend the Warrantableneſs of 
zmnpoſing 4 4 Mini; upon a (diſſenting and reclai 
ming People; 73 "ſuch violent Intruſions are veiſ 
common. at this ays whereby the great End and 
Delign of. « Golpel Miniſtry, in the Edification d 
ouls, is deke ſeated ;. innumerable Diviſions anf: 
C onvulſions ir 9 690 it e Body of 1 otcalioned 2 
pirits' 0 


55 A our ly j Jer! \ 


5 he il Grounds, not only, FS 


ing ot the lake; Times 9 5 

rebytertan Perſyaſion 

=. 1 ip 5 wich the Kin 4 
e Biſhop and Pol 
\ Me | 


N 7 mn 
. 


—_— 


8 


. [ . wk, 1 * 7 
froth, without the free Cho 


11, 
ket 


and 


tal prevailing Party in the 
05 
ot 
Deel 
led 
tha 
{5 7 
Lat 


Bs alſo, they have threatned 


he laſt 


ned 
ech 


| . . 
lam 
7 Jai 
ime 
as 
vet! 
Se 
[Xo h 
21100 , 


by 
* — — 


K „* * 
" 8 = 
ak —_— l FS 
>) za * __ FF Ls 1 „ 
' 4 
9 
1 
* 


FI. 


People: And we can ſee no material Difference ba- 
tweet a Miniſter impoſed by & BYb#Þ and Parrott, 
and his being intruded by an Aſſembly of Cum. 
on "of Presbyrerian” Miniſters, Guts Hinds 
with à Patron or a few diſaffected Gentlemen, f 

Jof our Communion, except that it is agreeable un- 
to the Principles of the Fr /?, but incotiſiſterit with 
the known Principles of the 4ſt. 
3a, Not only is a pray and magiſteriat 
Power'exerciſed. in the violent Settlement of Cori- 
F "Wgregations in all Corners of the Land, but the 


LE 


> ani Conſent of this 


entlemen net 


Judicatories of the 


Church have moſt unwarrantably proceeded to 
nflict one of the higheſt Cenſures of 8 Church, 

ven Ercommunicalion from ſealing 

upon ſuch as have not Freedom to ſubmit to the 

Miniſtry of thoſe that ate intruded upon them 


rdinauces, 


the higbeſt Cenſures of 


he Church upon Miniſters that © ſhall aamit t6 
rating Ordinances the People who canhot ſubs. 
it to Iatruders. Tbis is done by the Act 
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tended to countenance the Deſign for which it was 
recommended. by the laſt. Aſſembly, namely, to o- 
bigs the People of every Congregation to ſubmit 
to the Miniſtry of theſe who are violently impoſed 


upon them by the Judicatories of the Church ; 
and alſo, to expoſe to Cenſure theſe Brethren who 
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tions, appears to us to be an unwarrantable Nar- 
of the Terms of Chriſtian, as well at 
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5 i 58 } 
of Proc, W ordaing, \ © Chap. L. 1 
i "That nothing be. leg be any 57 
4 Ground of Procels for Cenfure, but what hath 
7 been declare cenſurable by the Word of God, 
or ſome Act or univerſal Cuſtom of this l 
© 6nal- Chyrch agreeable thereunto. Tho? 
AA and Sentence. of the laſt Aſembly does = 
bear, that Mr. Er5kine was For ed of any 8 
5 declared to be op ble by the Word of G 
or any Act and Cult om. of ; this national Church 
agreeable thereto ; yet the ſolemn Cenſure of Re- 
Þuks and Admonition is pronounced him: 
, for what is he rebuked? It is ſaid, For in- 
21 Expreſſions; But what thele indecent Ex- 
preſſions are, the Act and Sentence does not men- 
ol only we are told in general, It is for inde- 


Church, an ugning ſeveral: Acts of Af- 
| by and 4 E of rhe Church-Fudica- 


© FOTIES. / And when 5 is compared with the Ex- 
Barben of his Sermon condemned by the Synod of 
;Perrb and afterwards by the Aſſembly, and is An- 
wers thereunto, 21 0 were likewiſe e 
In gros by the 15 70 „it is erent the 
_ Quarrel Was, his ze 75 
it ud. be embly 1932, and the 
Violent Settlements 75 ; Fu, ung in all 
the Land: This the Hens reckoned an 1u4e- 
ent Berend that.. could not be horn; and there- 
45 they ap ointed him to 2 4 and admo- 
ed at their moon 14 e aer Sentence of 
6 5 od nad to 


; 2 tending to diſ quiet the Peace 
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57 by the F of . 1648, intituled, 
| N cenſuring Mer, for their Silence, 
Te not [peaking to eos Corruptions of the Times, 
putg which chey are allo hound by theirOrdination Noi 
W. e e we therefore judged it 
Duty, 'upoh Thtimation of the above Act of 
Ake , to proteſt for our iu 75 Right and Privi- 
g ro 55 5 o af. 2 7 ay ra againſt the 
1 of 4fembly or the like Defections: 
Abd this Dor 3 be ſych a hainous Crime, 
that, without once hearing us upon the Cauſe, 
we were ſummarily ſentenced by the Aſſembly 
| 12 792 pended from all the Parts of our miniſte- 
| ce by the Commiſſion at their Meeting in 
55 if we did not retract our Proteſtation, 
anf declare our Sorrow for «i fame. But, what 
is our Crime? and wherein have offended'? 
Is it the Matter of our hc goed thar is found 
Hault with? Yet, ſince the forefaid AR of Aﬀembly, 
and the aboye-mentioned Proceedings of the 
Abies of this Church, with others which we 
mall yet name, are both ſinful and unwarrantable ; 3 
| l our Prot __, as to my Matter of it, is or. 
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zony for the ſame may be /egally tranſmitted ts 
ceeding pen Where y then our ined: 
e Aſſembly condemn us to«be ſſpendea, and a8- 
ointa Higher Cenſure to behaflid in caſe we ; 


* 


ot obey the Sentence of Suſpenſion. If we hae 
iſowned any Article in our Confeſſion of Faith, 
we had impugned any of our known and re- 
ved Principles, the Aſſembly might have very 
ſly cenſured us; but this is not ſo much as al- 
dzed in the Sentences paſt againſt us. Are we 
tiley of deſpiſing the juſt Autbority and Power 
f he Judicatories of the Church ? ' Nay; our 
- [roreſrarion acknowledges tbe ſame; and we 
| ſave declared, in our ſeveral Repreſentations given 
, I to. the Commiſſion, that it was a Proreſtarion 
r our Exoneration, or our atteſted Declaration 
% Teſtimony againſt the wrong Exerciſe of 
({Eccieſtaſtioas Power and Authority. If ever 
Fhurch- authority was skrewed up to an uncommon 
leigt, if ever Church-cenſures were inflicted in 
n arbitrary Manner, it is in this Cafe. Our Form 
Proceſs, as we have already obſerved, ordains, 
That nothing be admitted by any Judicatgry 
33 a Ground of Proceſs for Cenfure, but what 
bath been declared cenſurable by the Word of 
God, or ſame Act or univerſal Cuſtom of this 
national Church agreeable thereto.* We ask the 
relent Managers, Is a Proteſtation for Exons 
ion, againſt an Act or Sentence of a General 
embly, cenſurable by the Word of God, or any 
ck of this national Church? If they ſay it is, 

t them produce that Paſſage of the Word of 
0d, or let them point out unto us an Act of 
of or General Aſſemblies declaring ſo much; 
r, if they ſay it is by univerſal Cuſtom, we are 
Wy to inſttpet the contrary, and that Froteſt- 

. R * 4 bs 1 | tions 


! 
\, . 
d 


wes ave been entrecl 95 Adds and Sententb 
of RI? al Alſemblies by ſome eminent Minit 
N | ;of this Church, and we do not find that th 
=  ;weecenured for dolngſo. Yea, our firſt Af 

= - | ne aſter the Aer had ſuch a Regard 
= | The, Proteſtations ettred againſt the Aſſemblies 
by the Year 1649, that- they allowed none off 
Acts and Proceedings of thele Aſſemblies to 
.entred into the printed Records of this Churd 


= and the General 19 1690 do by th: 
=. 8 thirteenth Act declare, All Sentences paſt agi 
| 4 5 * AR rig hinc inde by any Chutch-Jul Ire 


N _ tory. upon the Accoun po of the late Diffteren 
„ among Presbyterians (that is, for the Proteſt 
ns entred againſt the then Aſſemblies and t 

ä Pee © from the Year. 1650 till the] 
introduction of Prelacy, to be of themſelves y 
\ * and null to all Effects and Intents.” And ind 

2 no reformedChurch, before now has made it a7 

e Communion. with them, 75 none of | 
Members ſhould. ever Pore againſt any of t 
ö 5 e or-could any Man with a ſaſe C 
NMeence be Member of any. Court whatſoever, 
= leſs che Privilege of Df A 15 Proteſting 
ſome Caſes were allowed. him j becauſe. theſe 

the only Means in a Faugicatory whereby a | 
F - "can exoner his own, Conlcience, and do Juſtic 
Truth when it is injured, and doth not inf 
2 Contempt of Authority 4 uy exerciled;\ 
5 2. "oy 98 5 and 2 1558 bas tree 


1 rr Afteropt to 925 8 Ay ern Ts 2 
Ne "an unlawful rigs to r Unt lh which, not 
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anot. be. nll i 75 Church that rern 
aten the Title of Infallibility. Nc 
init , Our Presbyrerian Con itutio is ese 

at HM verre by the unwarrantable and arbitrary. 
Alle 
ard | 
ies z 
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blies for ſome Tears 2 and herald they 
e ſupporred aud coumtenanced by the preugiling 
ty in the ſeveral Aſfembles 25 mo Chureb. 
he Truth of this may be evident to all. who.” 
80 conſider the . of the Com- 
TE Tas. and how they have in a molt. 
is and. abſolute Manner led. Cauſes, re- 
red to, them, in 5 agg to the Rue of the 
Ford, and the Principles and Conſtitution of the 
hurch of Scotland ; as is manifeſt in the Caſes of: 


thers; and it is very dangerous and pernicious . 
d the l xerel}. and Kinggom, of Chriſt in this 
and, that it is pled: upon all Occaſions, that theix: 


27 tences, however unjuſt, are yet irreverſible 3: 
£ iyhich makes the Nil aud Pleaſure of e, 
if eurt the Rule and Meaſure. of - Right 


Frong, and 1 the whole. pobiick Ain 
ff this Church, ſeeing our Aſfemblies now-a: days 
determine few. "Cauſes themſelves, and thele fre- 
quently of the ſmalleſt Moment, but reſer malt of 
eir Affairs to the e And this Plea for 
enen ga ay Sentences. appears the 
pore hen it is conſidered, that 
Wende Re Reaſon —d be advanced, wHY 2464 

| po pa Court ſuch as the Commiſſion. i is, and which 
bas no Manner of. Foundation in the Mord, un- 
Jess conſider'd as a Committee of the formet-Afſoms 
Chuf iy, ſhould be accountable to the faHfowing for: 
y = Conduct, and yet their "Deciſions 


1, bot e * Bew. even Wi va ar f 


ul | "THO . 


oceedings of the, Commiſſion , of our Genera 


belfron, Hutton, Weſt-kirk, Kinroſs, and mary, 


_— 
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4 — * 


fund by the Aﬀembly to be ſuch as are not agreff . 
able to the Rules of this Church; yea, that tu P 
38 moſt unreaſonable, is plain from the Nature ® 2” 
ie Bing, and from older and later Acts of A 555 | 
ſembly regulating the Powers of the Commiſion 
And likewiſe, athe faid Court, that they may th e 
Moe effeRuillly invade and bury the Liberties fue 
all concerned in Cauſes referred to them, hau 
aſſumed to themſelves a Power of erecting Sufi, 


commiſſions, contrary to the common Maxim, Z wp 
kegatuinon poteſt delegari; and have inveſted then ne 
with Powers they had not commited to themſelvallf 
by the 4//embly their Conſtituents, and which i 
is not in the Power even of the Aſſembly to giv 
them, to wit, to invade the Rights of Presbyteries 
who are radical Judicatories; to take Trial of : 
Giſis of young Men, and to ſertle them contrary 
unto the declared Mind both of the Presbyzerit 
in Which, and of the -Parifſhes over which, they 
are ſettled, without waiting the Judgment of the 
enſuing Aſſembly, and having their er in. 
terpoſed thereunts, tho* Proreftations for Liberty 
to complain to the Aſſembly had been entred in 
eve Fine and Form, 2 IE 
»>The above Conduct of the Commiſſion appeary 
to us to ſtrike at the very Root of obr Presbyteri. 
an Conſtitution, and to be a Piece of Tyranny e. 
qual to any Thing exerciſed by the Dioceſiau re 
Prelates when they were in Power and Authori- 15 
ty in the Land. It is aPresbyrerian Principle; + 
founded upon the Word of God, That the dfv 
 ritarive Miſſion of Men unto the Work and Office ley, 
of the Holy Miniſtry, by the Trial of their Gifts 0 
and Qualifications, arid the ſetting of them apart 
to that facred Office by Prayer and Impoſition of 
Hande, belongs unto a conſtiture Presbytery. e 
| | 4 3 
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is a PRE Phincidts le 5 COP us, Hoa the 
Power of ſuperior eder a Pregbytery is hot 

priduituè, but à bumulative Power and Aithorts 
"tn is, Neither Synadi nor 4ſemblies, ior theit 
Ga Nous, can deptive Pretbyreries of thelefitis 
Therent Rights and Privileges that belong unt 
them, or of that Power and Authority that they / 
have received from the Lord Jeſus the only Head 
and King of 'the Church, but that they ought £6 
rotect and ſupport them in the Exerciſe of we - 
ame - But the greſent Mana gement of the Commi- 
uns of our ſeveral General >ſlemblies, in a 7 
ting Committees with a Power of Trial an 5 
nation, is a taking of bat Power out of the Hands 
of Presbjreries, which properly belongs utito 
15 And at the lame Time an erecting of 4 
with a Power of Miffion unto! the Work 
90 Oer of the Miniſtry, that has no Marmer © 
r the Word of God: Iß it is ſaid, Fhat 
this is done becauſe Presbyteries are diſabbdisut to 
the Sentences of the Commiſſion, who are their Su- 
ee - The plain Matter is, It is done gp 
rechyreries cannot comply with the ſinful and 
nbarrantable Orders of the e ſuck as 
the hiock Moderation of Calls, as every x r, 0 ; 
Man.muſt judge the Seritence of the Commiſiract 
MD Aagiſt laſt to have been, appointing the Pregbys 
Itery. of Auchterarder to date in a Call for E 
f e. to the Pariſfi of ucthart, eicluffue of 
Mary orber: It is done, becauſe they cannot, in 
Coniftency with Presbyterian ion 5: ed 
to che Settlement of Miniſters upon the Foot of 
I Prefenitations and otherwiſe, when the Congregy- 
flons concerned are ai gent ing and redlaimigg. 
For thefe and the kke Reafons, che Co 
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yteries, and lodges the Power of Trial an 
Ordination in a Committee of their own.naming 
and frequently many of them are not Members « 
the Commiſſion, but all of them are ſelect and pick 
| «© Men; Who they know very well will yield r-a4& 
Xx Obedience to the Orders of the prevailing Pari 
May we not upon the Whole ask our Preſen 
1 Managers, What Difference there is betwixt * 
teen Dioceſian Prelates their taking the Powe 
| - of Trial and Ordination out of the Hands of 
the Presbyteries in Scotland, and a Commiſſion 
= ite General Aſſembiy, whereof Thirty one mak 
„ ' & Quorum, their diveſting all the Presbyteries d 
| BR ' Scor/and of this inherent Right and Privileg: 
= = when their ſinſul and unwarrantable Orders are nd 
+ obeyed ?: For our Part, we know none, except tha 

the former exerciſe this lordly Dominion over th 

Heritage of God, in a plain 8 with thei 

declared Principles; When thre latter do it unde 

2 Prethyterian Aſas k, but in a direct Inconſiſteng 


with their profeſſed and known Principles. Hen 6a 
4 it is, that the Flock of Chriſt are wounded auff on 
42 gBrieved, ſcattered and broken through the Land me 
a the Wicked are hardned, and this Church is be zuc 
come the Deriſion of her Enemies. Þ: 

We mult here. likewiſe obſerve, That theſe arb © 

4 trary and unwarrantable Proceedings of the Con 6 
miſſion, by which the Liberties of particular Con ' x5 

| *gregations, and the Rights of Presbyteries, are invi} ſe 
died and born down theſe ſeveral Years bypali , 

"have been ſupported by the. Aſſemblies of liſh 

' -»Chnrch, in ſo far as they have reſolutely refuſeg 

* -all Applications to reverſe any one of the molt ini tl 

-  *quous of their Sentences; ſo that all Corners o n 

*this Church have been leſt to grone under the 


Lad of their Oppreiſign, with no other Allevn 
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bat is, they owned that the complaining Con- 
0, 8 N and Presbyteries were wronged and op- 
. 


relieve them from ſuch a grievous Calamity. 
Now, that we may conclude what we intended 
for the Proof of the firſt Branch of the general 


bliſhed Church; Since it is ſo, that ne! fd breaking 
dom the Fences and Guards againſt Innovations 
in our Doctrine and Worſhip, Government and 
Dilciplinè; and ſeeing they exerciſe'a legiſlative 
| Power and Authority over the Houſe of Tod, in 
Oppoſition to the Laws and Ordinances of the 
Lord and Maſter of the Houle, and bind their ini- 
uous Decrees upon the Conſciences of the Chil- 
; "8h of, the Houſe," by inflicting the 1 
ſures upon them if tbey do not ſubmit'to their unjuſt. 
and arbitrary Sentences ; and ſince Prelatick Do- 
minion and Tyranny has crept in, and is carried 
on under the Mask of Presbyterian Church-Govern- - 
ment; Muſt not every ſober and unprejudiced Perſon 
judge, that they are ſubverting our beautiful 
Presbyterian Conſtitution? And, tho' the Keys of 
Office- bears of the Church by Chriſt her Glorious 
Head, ſor the Edification of his Body, for the Pre- 
ſeryation of the Inſtitutions of Chriſt in their Puri- 
ty, for the Maintenance of that Liberty wherew:rh 


A 745 . has made his Peopte free, that they max 
not he intangled with any Yoke of Bondage, tor 

= the Purging of the Houſe of God of unſound Mi- 
W niſters and Members, for the Removal of Offences 


whereby the Flock of Chriſt may be hurt or ſums 


* 
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jon but that the Aſſemblies of the Church ſage , 
proved in ſome Caſes of the Commiſſion's Conduct, 


ed by that Court, but would do nothing tio 


Charge againſt the prevailing Party in the eſta- 
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Government and Diſcipline are committed unto the 


Visa, for the reſtraining 2 open Enemies of Git 
oat = Alas os 
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* 4 ye fin gore the Coding of Ber 
4 his tender ines, and for” ſeparating be- 
- the f Holy and Pro ane, that > hs valuable vi 
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tivileges.0 of. God's Children may not "be caſt unto | 
ops: Tho, we lay, the Keys of Government Wy 
and Diſcipline are given to his finiſtets and El- 
ders of ne Church for theſe and the like great and 
excellent N Yet, are they not . by 
our preſent Managers to quite oppoſite Ends and 
Uſes? Is not the Door caſt open, By an Ecclefiaſti- 
al Gee and Conſtitution, to à corrupt Mini- 
= y to enter into the Church of Chriſt ? Is not 
8 Heritage of God opprefled by a continued Se- 
=. ries and Tract of unprecedented netuſions upon 
| them ? Is not the Edge of Dilcipline turned a 7 
theſe (both Miniſters and People) that 
| end to the Laws, Ordinances and Infttunions of 
e Head of the Church? Are not fuch as are in 
F declared Enemies to our covenanted Re- 
oxmation, and in Practice prophane and ſcanda- 
lons, if they bear the Name of Proteſtant, received 
in to the Bofom of the Church, and intruſted 
with one of her moſt ſacred and valuable Rights ere 
cy Privileges ? And therefore, tho? we have the Need 
= of Firkrſeſſionz, Presbyteries, Sytiges and mo 
flemblies; yet, what is the Form of Government, wt 
ut 115 the Form of Goalineſs,. when the Life and ap 
ower of it is gone? It is no more as the Shadow fer 
without the Subſtance, - or as the Body "without 
he Spirit, or as 2 Caſcaſe without Life 3. and that 
t ſhould be fo in pg Church of Sroriapd, once 
famous amongſt. the Churches, ah! that it 
Lola be be i W or . in the Ws of : 
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actually corrupt, or baus the moſt direct Tcuden- 
Ly 20 corrupt, the Doctrine contained in our excel-. 


+ 1 


»t Conſeſſion of Fatth, 


imes for Purity of Doctrine, and for witneſſing 
againſt every Thing that had a Tendency to ob- 
cure or pervert the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and 
o anſweredithe Character of being the Pillar and 


ith Regret, that ſhe has now fallen in a great 
Meaſure from her former Zea that Way. Al- 
tho mati; of the precious and fundamentu / Traths 
ot our Holy Religion, which touch the eternal 
Salvation of Souls, have been attack a, and per- 
meious Soul- ruining Errors of late vented, both in 
1 hour hood and abit hin our own Hoſam; 
et this Church's Zeal hath not moved her, accor- 
ding to Duty, to aiſplaꝝ a Banner 785 Truth, that 
it Eck be given to them that fear bim: Yea, 
grofs Errors and errongous Perſons are countenan- 


mony is given againſt them. But the 'Truthiof 
what is laid in our general Charge will. more fully 
appear, if the following particular Inſtances are 


C ſeriouſly conſidered ; 


ago, Ike the abi Peſtilence, running through 


chere were contenditig in the High Places of the 


expected, that this Ch ould have 
at that Time, 10 the Help of the Lora, 
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l 
ailing, Par'y in the Judicatories of the Church, 
is, That they are purſuing ſuch Meaſures as aq 


Altho! chis Church hath been famous in former | 


Ground of Truth; Yet we cannot but notice it 


ced and encouraged, in fo far as no ſuitabis Teſti- 


iff, When the Arian Hereſy was ſome Years 
Jank and Ireland, and our orthodox Brethren. | 

Held, for the Independency and Supreme Deity i | 
the Son of God our Glorious Redeemer ; It might 
vs Holm reb th 
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CP 
yo the Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty, by 
lfting up the Standard of a faithful Teſtimony, for 
the Honour of Chriſt, the Encouragement of our 
Brethren, and for preventing the Contagion of that 
| Hereſy its entring within our own Borders: But, 
tho? this was moved, yet nothing ſuitable to ſuch 
a Call in Providence was done; and therefore, 
_ "God, in a Way of Righteous Judgment, ſuffered 
that blaſphemous Hereſy to enter ſo far into our 
Borders, as to poiſon one of the principal Semina- 
ries for the Holy Miniſtry in this Church; as is e- 
. vident from the Proceſs againit Profeſſor Simſon, 
ho was brought before the Bar of our Aſſemblies 
in the Years 1727, Sc. And when'it was found 
clearly proven, That, in teaching his Students, 
he had denied the Neceſſary Exiſtence of our 
© Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and that he had - affirmed, 
That his Neceſſary Exiſtence is a Thing we know 
7 not; and that the Term, Neceſſary Exiſtence, 
© was impertinent, and not to be uſed when talking 
© of. the Trinity; and that the Three Perſons oi 7 

c the adorable Trinity are not to be ſaid to be Mt 
© numerically One in Subſtance and Eſſence; and N. 

that the Terms, Neceſſary Exiſtence, Supreme 


—. 


| © Deity, and the Title of the only true God, may 5 

- © be taken, and are by ſome Authors taken, in a + 
 - © Senſe that includes the perſonal Property of the 
* Father, and ſo not belonging to the Son: We 

ay, When'thele Articles, whereby he had attemp- « 

ted to depoſe the Son of God from bis True andi 
Supreme Deity, were found clearly proven; and, 5 

to expreſs it in the Words of the * = 
Boſtan naw deceaſt, (when offering his Proteſt a- N 

ge ainſt the Aſſembly's Determination in that Mat- 
ter) Te Son of God was as it were appearing. a-t | 
tie Jar f that Aſembiy, craving Fuſtice againſ: I 
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theſe Foundation - Truths of our holy Chriſtian Re- 
| ligion went no higher than a bare Suſpenſion of 
the Blaſphemer from Teaching and Preaching, and 
all Exerciſe of any Eccleſiaſtical Power and Functi- 
red on, leaving the Door open to another Aſſembly to 
red BY relax him from the faid Sentence. As the Aſſem. 
ol bly 1729 did reſt in the above Sentence of Suſpenſi- 
0x, contrary to the declared Mind of the moſt of the 


Sa Presbyteries in this National Church, ſo the Cen- 


0 ſure inflicted was nowiſe adequate to the Groſſneſs 


lies WY of the Errors that had been proven againſt the 


od BY ſaid Mr. Sintſon ; yea, ſuch Countenance is given 
ts, him, as that he continues ſtill to bear the Cha- 
ur radter of a Minilter of the eſtabliſh'd Church Aud 


d,M he is poſſeſs'd of his Bengfice, to the great Preju- 


"WI dice of the Church, which is thereby precluded 
the Benefit of an Orthodox Profeſſor in his Place, 


"5 I - for training up Men for thefMiniſtry in the ſound | 


of Principles of our holy Religion. ' + 


5 ay, Whereas the faid Profeſſor & fon was 
1d proceſſed before the Iudicatories of this Chuich, 
dein the Years 1715 and 1716, for ſeveral groſs and 1 


dangerous Errors; the General Aſſembly, in the 

2 Year 1717, did find, That he had vented ſome 

© i © Opinions not neceſſary to be taught in Divinity, - 
© © and that had given more Occaſion to Strife than 
p to the promoting of Edification ; and that he had 

4 uſed ſome Expreſſions that bear, and-are uſed by 

, 7 Adverſaries in a bad and unſound Senſe; and that 
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aud tend to attribute too much to natural Neclon 
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2 
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and Maſpbhemed his Name, at which every Knee 
Gould bow ; Yet the Concern of this Church for © 


'© he had adopted ſome Hypotheſes different from 
©" what are commonly uſed among Orthodox Di- 
vines, that are not evidently founded on Scrip ure, 
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they had named far their Help and Aſſiſtance; te 


carried on by a Committee appointed by the Al- 


er the clearer Light. of the Goſpel revealed 


4} at 22 * 
* IT” 

$ * . N 
5 * - 

. 


CEL, 
and the Power of corrupt Nature. ; which uy: 
due Advancement of Reaſon and Nature (fay, 
the Aflembly) is always to the Diſparagement 
© of Revelation and efficacious free Grace, And, 
for thoſe Reaſons, the Aſſembly did probihitèe andi 
- Aiſcharge Mr. Simſon to uſe /uch Expreſſions, of 
40 teach, preach, or otherwiſe vent ſuch Opinions, 
uhh. ly or n And when he was 
brought under Procels ſor the above damnable He. 
relies mentioned in the former Head, the General 
AR cd. in the Year 1726, by their A& for 
the preſerving the Purity of Doctrine, appoint 
the Presbytery of Glaſgom, with a Committee 


7 


enquire how the ſaid Mr. 77 had obeyed the 
Jojunctiong of the General Aſſembly 171 J as to the 
Paints Which they had then prohibited him to 
teach; and the ſaid Presbytery having found | 
Ground. tor a Proceſs againſt him for contraveen- 
ing the. At of Aſſembly 1915, the ſame was 


4 
— 


ſembly 1727, who found by the Depoſitions of 
Witnelles; that Mr. Jimſen had taught his Stu- 
dents, That che Hezthen by the Light of Na- 
ture, including Fradition, may know that God 
© is econcilabe to Sinners; and that they ma 
Ino chere s ear: ot Shs provided, which 
may be galſed an implicite or obſcure Revelation 
© of the Goſpel; and that it is probable that none 
E. Fo excluded. from the Benefit of the Remedy 
for N by God, and publiſhed twice 
te the World, except theſe who by their actual 
Sin exclude themſelves, and flight or rejoct 


7 che Church, org that obſcure Diſcovery ant . 
Gee of Gras wade 9 al withour theChurch. . 
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and that, if tlie L287) in the Uſe of the 
Means they have, would ſeek the Knowledge of 
the Way of Reconciliation, God would diſcover 
it to them As alſo; tbat he taught, That 
there are Means appointed of God for obtain- 
ing ſaving Grace; which Means, when diliy 
gently uſed, | with Seriouſneſs, Sincerity, and 
they of being heard, God hath promiſed to 
bleſs with Succeſs; and that the going about 
' theſe Means, in the foreſaid Manner; is not above 
the Reach of our natural Abilities and Powers :? - 
und that he uſed theſeWards, Ratio eſt principi- 
um & jfundamentum Theolagiæ, which bear, 
and are uſed by Adverſaries in an unſound Senſe, 
tho? he difowned the unfound Senſe af them 
And likewiſe; that he taught, That there was 
no proper Covenant made with Adam; and that 
Adam was not a Federal Head to his Poſterity; 
and that it is inconſiſtent with the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of God, to create a Soul without ori- 
ginal Righteouſneſs, or Diſpolicions to Good; 
and that the Souls of Infants fince the Fall, as 
they came from the Hands of their Creator, 
are as pure and holy as the Souls of Infants 
would have been created, ſuppoſing Man ha& 
not fallen; and that they are as pure and holy as 
Adam's was ereated; except as to theſe Quali- 
 fications and Habits which he received as being 
created in an adult State; and that it is more, 
than probable that all baptized Infants 171 (. 
. that, 


- Infancy, are ſaved ;; and that is mani 
© if God ſhould deny his Grace to all or apy of the 
Children of Infidels, he, would deal egal 5 
e fallen 


verely with them than he did with 


. 
o 


| Angels? And likewiſe; that he taught, © That wk 
ee it not for one Proſpe& of Happipe | 2 1 
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egchuld not, and therefore would not ſerve God; ted 
and that there will be no Sirming in Hell after 


<2pko-laſt Judgment, 
The Aſſembly's Cummittes, having found i, 
proven that Mr. Simſon had taught the about 
nicivus Errors, laid the whole of their Pro ſuch 
ceeding beſore the Aſſembly 1728; but neither 
did that Aſembiy, nor the following who con. 
cluded the Proceſs againſt him, zake any Notice off 
rheſe groſs' Errors: Aud tho" there is juſt Ground 
to fear that many have imbibed them, to the en. 
dangering of the Purity of the Doctrine of this 
Church; yet no Regard is had to theſe Things 
but all is paſs d over by our Aſſemblies ever ſince, 
With a profound: Silence; and this Omiſſion well 
jadge to be the more culpable, in regard he hat 
taught the above Errors in Contravention of th 
Ad of - Agembly 171). The common Maxim, 
Qui tacet conſentire videtur, was very much pled} 
in the Aſſembly 1732, to 'bring in theſe Presbyte: 
flies, who had ſent up no Opinion with reſpet 
to the Overture anent planting vacant Congre\ſ 
5 gations, as Conſenters to it ;*and/this-was made uſe 40, 
I of as a Handle for” voting it into a ſtanding Act: 45 
But we are much miſtaken if it be not far more 
applicable to the Caſe in Hand, conſidering the 
'Truſt committed by the Lord to the Judicatories o 
is Church, with reſpect unto damnable Error 
openly vented and found proven before them, 
_ eſpecially by a Profeſſor of Divinity. x. 
E --34ty; Altho' our General Aſſemblies have been nit 
— + frequently addreſſed, by Repreſentations. and In- Er 
©. frruftions from many Synodsand'Precbyteries, re- ru 
= Prelenting the Neceſſity of an afferrory Ad, off. 
 -- jrming aud ewning the Truths injured and oppo- 
led by the. above. mentioned dangerous Errors ven, 
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dz ied by Mr. Smſon; as alſo, that a ſolemn Mar- 
fter ning might be emitted, diſcovering the: Evil-and 
dangerous Tendency of them: Yet the prevailing 
Party in our > ow on have given .4 deaf | Ear 
Ito all theſe Repreſentations, and Ji/regard all 
ſuch ſeaſonable and neceſſary Inſtructions; and we 
cannot but look upon this Conduct as moſt in- 
arious to the great and precious Truths of God, 
Ithat have been attackt in ſuch a bold and daring 
Manner. Truth bas ſor many Years: bypaſt been 
lying wounded and bleeding in 0ur Streets, crav- 
ing 12 Juſtice might be done her, particularly by 
the Church- Repreſentative, which is in a pecu- 
Sliar Manner the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 
rx Tim. iii. 15. and to whom it belongs in a ſpecial 
Manner to publiſh and declare, to uphold: and 
defend, all the Truths of God delivered in his 
Word, againſt open and avowed Enemies, or 
ſecret Underminers of the ſame: Vea, as it is a 
Debt that one Generation owes unto another, 
Ito tranſmit the Truths of God in their Purity to 
Poſterity; fo theſe Truths that are oppoſed and 
e//aulted ought to be delivered oft our Hands to 
the riſing Generation; with ſome: more peculiar 
and ſolemn Teftimony untojthem. And therefore 
we cannot but look upon the above Omiſſion of 
our General Aſſemblies to be an Injury done to 
Truth, to be contrary to our ſolemn Covenant- 
non Unjuſtice done to our Pofterity, - 
and to have no ſmall Tendency towards the hard- 
cen ning of ſuch as may. be tainted with the above 
Ju. Errors, as'alfo towards the ſpreading of this cor- 
re- rupt Leaven amongſt others 
af: athly, A Scheme of erroneotts Principles has 
likewiſe” been vented of late by Mr. Archibald 
Campbell Profeſſor of Church-hiſtory in St. An- 
1 of e wb 
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in Tome late Prints emitted by him, bay 

& manifeſt Tendency to ſubvert revealed Re 
d to ex N | 
nider the Notion of Euibuſiaſm, as in his Diſ 
 keourſe proving that the * were not Enthif 
Fats, and the Preface thereto prefixt ; as alk 
to advance Self. love as the leading Principle in alf 
dur Actions whatſoever, as in his Euquiry 1 
the Original of moral Virtue: And he has thy 

: Aſſurance to affirm, in his Latine Diſcourſe be 

. fore the Univerſity of St. Andrews, That 

\ Being of God, and the Immortality of the Soul, 

_ - cannot be known by the Light of Nature, with. 
., out the Aid and Aſſiſtance of Tradition, contran 
unto the ex preſs Doctrine delivered in the 11t Sed 


i of the iſt Chap. of our Confeſſion of Faitb, ani 


fal. xix. 1, z, 3. The Heavens declare his Glory 


and the Firmament ſheweth bis Handy-work, & 


Vea, The inviſible Things of him from the Crea. 
ion of the Worla, are clearly ſeen, being under. 
- Rood by. the Things that are made, even his erer. 
nua Power and God. head, Rom. i. 20. And tho 
theſe, and other Errors vented by the ſaid Mi. 
Campbell, are open and notour from the Book 
- Publiſhed by him, and have been ſifici ent. 
expoſed by ſeveral private Hands; yet, inſteat 
of commencing — 4 Proceſs againit the Au. 
thor, he is carreſſed and countenanced in our 
Aſſemblies, as being 'a fr Man for the Purpoſe 
of our raling Side, who are carrying on the 
preſent Courſe of Defectio rn 


5 thy, We reckon alſo, that a ound was i 


given, by the Sentence of Aſſembly 1733, 10 /6- 
Vera precious Truths, emitted by Mr. Erskine 
in his Synodical Sermon, and in his Irren An- 
e,, IRS Fo4g T0019 12 0.2 of0eh 


expoſe pradtical ſerious Coding 


favers given in to the Synod, which the 7 * A 
"= by the foreſaid AF, thought fit likewiſe to 6, 


77 9 


demm, as tho they Were offenſive, and rande 70 4. | 


furl the Peace ani good Order of this Churth'; 


tho” they be founded upon the Word of God, 

and agreeable to our approven Standards, as Was 
cleared in one of the Repreſentations given in to 
the Commiſſion in Augiſt laſt : By which it ap- 
pears to us, that theſe perilous Times are now 


dome in our Land, wherein Men cannot endure 
ſound Doctrine, but turn away their Ears from 
the Truth, and look upon ſuch. as Enemies to 
the eftabliſhed Church, who declare. the Truth, 
and bear Teſtimony to it from the Pulpit, when 


it is wounded and falling in our Streets. 

- 6thly, Altho' his Church owns the Weſtminſt 
© Confeſſion of Faith, and all Iatrants into the Mi- 
niltry be obliged to ſubſcribe it as the Confeſſion of 
their Faith; yet, How /irtle of ithat Scheme and 
Order Doctrine is taught at this Day? parti- 
*cularly by many Preachers and Miniſters that haue 
"Jately entred into the Church, while there is as 
"little of Chriſt to be found in moſt of their DiF- 
courſes, as, in Plato" or Seneca's Morals; and, if 


he be at all preachet, he is preached as the Pas- 


tern, not of Goſpel-Folineſs, but of abſtracted 
- Morality ; at beſt, as the Author of a new Goſpel- 


Jaw, enjoining Faith, Repentance, and new Obe- 
dience; as the Conditions of a New Covenant, and 


of a Sinner's Juſtification before God, People are 
generally preſſed to the Practice of Duty, as if 


their Abilities for Obedience at the Creation were 


not entirely loſt by the Fall of Alam. Tho? Man be 
' raturally married to the Zaw as 4 Covenant, and 
be ſeeking Life and Righteopſneſs upon the Footing 
of his own Obedience; yet, how little Care is t 
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reach the _ \ , = Extent and 
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Severity; condemning. every. Man to Death ani 
the Curle, that comprnunes not im all Things write 
-# tbe” Book of -zhe Law 70-40 them, in order tu 


Obedience? How little Digging, into the curl 
laying open the Deceitfulneſs and deſperate Wi. 
brought off ſtom the Covenant of Works, unte 


laid in Zion, and who is become he End of hy 


Lawꝛ for Righteouſneſs, unto every one thas be- 
lieves ? And, tho“ they profeſs to own and: ac. 


knowledge the inviolable and perpetual Obligati- 
on of the righteous and holy ww 

the Regenerate as well as the Unregenerate, which 
we believe and hold as a moſt ſirm and certain 
Truth yet, how little are the Duties of Obedience 
to it preached in a Gel-. Way? How little are 
they inforced from Golpel-Motives, or preſt for 


ceſſity of a vital Union with Chriſt diſcovered, in 
order to our yielding acceptable Obedience to the 
Law? How little of free Juſtification by the im- 
puted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is taught, or of the 
9 Goſpel-Myliery of Sanctification, as inſeparably 
donnected with Juſtification, and maintained and 
carried on by a Zife Faith on the Son of God, 
_  * nubo is made of God unto u5, not only Righteon/- 


, but SanGlificarion?. Theſe, and the like ſu- 


- pernatural Myſteries, are in a great Meaſure. exrp/6- 
” . ' ded and diſcardea by our modeſt Harangtiers, and a 
- dry, ſaplels and lifeles Deſcanting upon the mo- 


ral Virtues introduced into the Room thereof ; by 
3 N 2 which 


diſcover the Depravation of Nature,-and the*utt 
Impotemy of fallen Man to Pleale God by hi 


.Rogt of Original Sin. imputed and inherent, a 
kedneſs of the Heart, that ſo Sinners may bi 


Him he i the alone Foundation that God hanf 


w of God upon 


. and Purpoſes ? How little is the Ne- 
Cetlit 


\ A RE, 


_—  _ 


ich Means, they who have their S 
ed ro diſtern Good an Evil, ate ſet a'wa 


n empty Sbm of Woras, left to periſh for lack 
Cie asu of the Goſpel, and of the Way 
Now, to ſhut up this Head, we muſt obſerve, 
ior, both in the Method and Strain of Preaching, 


Anno 1926, 1927, to the reſpective Commiſſtons, to 
be confidered and prepared by them in order to be 
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Senſes bvercie 
ing 
or the Bread of their Souls, where they can have 
t; and others, who have theit Ears tickled with 


ot Salvation by Chrift in a Covenant of Grace. 
hat an Ovrrture againſt this dangerous Innopa- 
ras referred by two feveral General Aſſemblies; 


turned into an Act: Yet nothing was done; it was. 
dropt, through the Influence of the Tuliug Party; 


land by this Means theſe Evils are on the growing 
Hand, and therefore are july chargeable on the 


Management of the prevailing Party, who'are 
carrying oh the preſent Courſe of Defection. a 
From all the above Inſtances. it is evident, That 
the preſent prevailing Party in the Judicatories. 
of this Church are purſuing ſuch Meaſures as aa 
actually corrupt, or have th moſt direct Tenden- 
ay tb corrupt, the Doctrine contained in our ex- 
celleut Confeſforn of Faith; in regard that no full 


> 
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KC f. a - 
too much Ground to fear; that in a little Time 
if. God do not prevent) this eftabiifed Church 
hall only be Ort hadar, in the ſame Senſe that the 
Church of England is ſo, by ſubſcribing the 39 
Articles which. are truly Coney in the Doctri. 
nal Parts, while yet Arminian rine is every- 
where, taught by ber Glergy : Upon which Ac- 
count, we judge this Generation and our. poor Po- 
ſterity in the utmoſt Danger of loſing the Go- 
ſpel in its Power and Purity, through the Preva- 
Leney of à corrupt and unſound Miniſtry. If 2 
Man have any little Acquaintance. with what they MW 
call the ZBe/je-Letter or Gentlemany Learning, if 
he have the Art of making his Compli ments and 
Agareſs to a Perſon of. Quality, if he can accept 
of 4 Preſentation from à Patron, and be a fi: 
., Tool to carry on the Meaſures of the ruling Party 1 
© of the Church, that is the Mau that ſhall find 
e ng in our Aſſemblies and Commiſſions, ſide 
tho* he know not how to ſpeak a Mord in Sea- Te 
ſon to a weary Soul. No Regard. is had to a Man's Þſ oa 
de with experimental Religion, and the A 
Power of Godlineſs upon his own. Soul, according 7# 
to the Acts of the Church in former Times: But, did 
on the contrary, if there be a Man who has an Air Þ #04 
of Piety and Religion, however well poliſhed by cer 
the Lord for edifying the Body of Chriſt, and for ont 
overthrowing the Works of the Devil, for which the 
Purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted ; the pre- dic 
vailing Party have an evil Eye of Fealouſy upon . 
bat: Man, as a Perſon of dangerous and 4iviſive de 
Principles: And, it a clear Goſpel-Call to luch A 
2 Man offer from the Body of a Chriſtian People, I on 
he muſt be ſer 4/i4e, and the Hue and Cry raiſed a- 4 
it bim, 2s tho an Enemy were. coming at ta 
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1 | 
w Years, ſhall be gradually wormed out of Scot- 
land, and our Poſterity left without the Knowledge 


of the Goſpel, and a covenanted Work of Refog= 
mation buried in perpetual Oblivion, - þ 
| \ 


We proceed now to the Third Braush of the 


general Charge againſt the prevailing Pariy in 
the Judicatories of this Church, viz. Thar /infuf 


and unwarrautable Terms of Miniſterial Comm 
nion are impoſed, by reſtraining Miniſterial Fre- 


dom and Faithfulneſs in teſtifying againſt the 


preſent Courſe of Defection and Backſſiding; aud 


that in this, as well as in the former Things char» 
ged againſt them, they counteratt the ſolemn En- 


gagements they came under at their Ordination 
to the Miniſtry. | | 


_— 


du will be evident, if it 0 


| ſidered, That the /afſt 4fjembly have made it a 


Term of Miniſterial Communion, that Miniſters 
Hall not from the Pulpit teftify againſt the Act of 

Aſſembly 1732, or any other Proceeaings' of the © 
9 of this Church; in as much as the7¶̃ 
did approve of, and ratify the Sentence of the Sy- 

vod of Perth and Stirling, finding Mr. Erskine 

cenſurable for teſtifying againſt the ſaid Act, aud 
other Defectious of this Church, in his Sermon at 
the Opening of the {aid Synod October i732; and 
did rebuke and aamoniſa him accordingly at the 
Bar f the ſaid Afembly. From which it evi- 
dently appears, that it was the Zudgment of that 


Aſſembly, That 10 2 of our Communiow 


ought 70 teftify from the Pulpit againſt the A of 
Aſſembly 1732, er any other ſinful ang unwarrdtte 
alle Proceedings of the Fuaicator ies of thisChmrehy.. 


valels he reſolves 3p b e bee 5Þ Ff. 


%. 


agement, it looks as if a faithful Miniſtry, ina WM 
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1 1 | 
ſure. It cannot be juſtly alledged, that it was 
merely for the indecent expreſſing of Things 
which might be otherwiſe lawfully ſaid, that the] 
Rebuke was tendered; in regard the Aembiy ap. Ni 
to - | proved the Proceedings of the Synod of Perth and a1 
= ' S::riing, finding Mr. Erskine cenſtirable for ſeveral 
5 indecent Expreſſions uttered by him, in a Sermon] 
preached before the ſaid Synod, tending to dif. 

1 quiet the Peace of this Church, and impiugning ſe. 

' weral Acts of Afembly and Proceedings. of th 
Church. judicatories, as the ſaid Aſſembly repreſent 
the Matter in their Act and Sentence paſs d againſt 
Him; By wbich it is plain, that the Thing which 
was reckoned inaecent in Mr. Erskine, was hifi 

zmpugning, from the Pulpit, the Acts of Aen. 
b and the Proceedings of Church. judicatories: 
J This was the great Quarrel the Synod had 
3 againſt him; and the Aſſembly do, upon 

=_ this very Ground, approve of the Synod's Pro-] 
ceedings, as their Act and Sentence bears: 
Therefore it was for ſaying ſuch and ſuch Things, 
that the Cenſure was adminiſtred, and not merely 

for the Way and Manger of emitting them. From 
whence it ſtill follows, as was faid, Phat the 440 
_ Aſſembly have eltabliſhed it as a Term of Miniſte 
Fial Communion, that nd Minifter ſpall, upon an) 
_ 2; Ortoſion, tei from rhe Pulpit againſt any Ad 
e he it never ſo ſinful, or againſt any 
*7he Proceedings of the Fuaicatories be they nevet 

fo umwarrantable. Wt hob DOPE 

This limiting of. Miniſterial Freedom is unrea- 
lonable in its own Nature, and inconſiſtent with 
- Faithfulneſs in the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry. There 
is nothing. more plain, that than every Miniſter is 
bound to declare the whole Counſel of God: As he 

s to teach the Obſervance of ai} Tbings conta inos 
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vas n the Word ; fo, he is to He Iſrael their Tranſs 
86 greſſon, and the Houſe of Jacob rheir Sin; and, if 
the ¶ che Sin be committed by the Oyficers of the Church, it 
25. is fo much the more dangerous to the whole Body, 
nd and therefore ought to be teſtified againſt, becauſe 
ral that, when the Leaders % the People ao cauſe them 
zo err, they that are of them are deſtroyed, + 
JC. Iſa. ix. 16. And this is ſo much the more reaſo- 


ſe. nable, when the Judicatories of a Church, by their | 


the Practices and Statutes, are making viſible Encroach- 
ent ments upon the Privileges of the Members thereof, 
ni becauſe” the publick Regreting of theſe unwarran- 
ich table Practices and Laws has a native Tendency to 
his] excite all that are ſerious and godly to the Exerciſe 
n. of fervent Prayer and Supplication to the Lora, 
e: who has the Hearts of all Men in- his Hands, that 
had he would, in his own Time and Way, bring about 
pon their Relief from theſe Grievances under which 
ro- they groge And this lamenting of, and teſtifying. 
rs: againſt the Defections of this Church, bas been 
ag the Practice of the Prophets under the Ola, and 
e of our Tord himſelf and his Apoſtles under the 
om New Teſtament, Mat. v. vi vii. Chap. Mar. xxiii. 
2413. to the End of the Chapter, Stephen and Peter 
te. when before the Zewiſh Sanbedrim, Acts vii. 51, 
52, 53. Acts iv. 10, 11. ſee alſo Acts x. 11. and 
Adds ii. 23. Nor indeed can a Miniſter be faithful 
to his Truſt, if he can be a ſilent Spectator ot the 
threatned Ruin of the Church of which he is 4 
Member ; for it is the Duty of every faithful Watch 
nan to give Warning of N Hazard, upon 
vith his Peril, Zzek. iii. 17, 18. And this was fo far 
creſt | from being thought ty pay by this Church, that 
her former Aſſemblies have ſtrictly injoined every 
. Miniſter, in an Agreeableneſs to this 2 Hal from 
the Lord, to reproye 8 2e the Tote 


\ * 


8 


of 


ies of the Times, as they would not expoſe 
themſelves to the Cenſures of the Church, even 
the Length of Suſpenſion and Depoſition, All. 
1637. Sefl. 19. and Act of Afl. 1648. Seſſ. 26. in- 
tituled, Act for cenſuring Miniſters for their S. 
tence, and not ſpeaking of gthe Corruptions of the ni 
Times. From which it ſtill more evidently - ap- 
_ pears, that the injoining of Silence as to publick 
| Befedtions, is a new Term of Miniſterial Commu- 
nion in this Church. „ 
And we muſt alſo add, That we reckon this D: 
Silence, injoined us and other Miniiters, inconſi- Ni 
ſtent with our Ordination Vows and Engagements, | 
by which we are bound to aſſert, maintain and 
defend the Doctrme, Worſhip, Presbyterian Go» 
vernment and Diſcipline of this Church: For, 
how can we be faithful to our Ordination Vows i 
and Engagements, and yet be ſilent Speftators of 
the deep Wound that is given to our Presbyterian I 
Conſtitution, not only by the Act of Aſſembly 
1732, but by all the other above-mentioned Pro- 
ceedings of the Judicatories of this Church? Shall 
we be Witneſſes to the Meaſures that are taken, 
aud which have a direct Tendency to corrupt the M_ '1 
Doctrine of this Church, and yet be reſtrained Cha 
from /amenting the fame, upon proper Occaſions; Non 
from the Pulpit. ? Shall we tamely yield to a Cen- Nerd. 
* . fare, ſhutting our Mouths, when the Heritage of Hand 
3 God is oppreſſed, and the Cry of Violence is go- Nen. 
3 Ing up to' Heaven from the ſeveral Corners of this ] 
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Cburch and Land, and eſpecially when Reprefen- Ye 
S tations and Inſtructions to our General Aſſemblies Ste 


are nowiſe regarded? If we fuffer ourſelves to be N byt 
bound up from e on Proper Occaſions, the ¶ Re 
uniwarrantable and finfül Proceedings of this dec/i- 


Church, How can we anfwer ſor it 2 0 
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ſe Nerd and Maper, to our own Cönſciences, to fe 
nN eeding Gener 411045, and to the Flock over ich 
l. Ne are ſet as Watchmen? And to conlude this 


1- Head, As all the Miniſters of this Church, when 


- hey are ordained to their Office, do ſolemnly pro- 
JH | 1 and engage; and ſubſcribe it with their Hands, 
p* hat ebey ſball, to the utmoſt of their Power, in 

k Meir Station, Aſſert, maintain and defend be 


Poctrine contained in our Confeflion of Faith, 
in4 our Presbyterian Church Government an: 


is Diiſeipline; and that they ſpall never endeavour, 
-. Wiretily or indirectly, the Prejudice or Stbver- 
's, Non of the ſame ; Can the prevailing Party have 


Ine Afurance to affirm, or, if they ſhould affirm 


It, will any that are not blinded with Prejudice, or 
r, under a powerful Biaſs, believe that the above par- 


Ficular Inſtances, which we have condeſcended u- 
don to make good the Charge laid againſt them, 
Wave neither 2 fifect nor indirett 7 engency to the 


ly Prejudice and Subverſion of the Doctrine contai- 
o- ned in our Confeſſion of Faith, or of our Presby- 


perian Church Government and Diſcipline Þ,_ 


be The Furth Thing contained. in our general 
ed Charge is, That, theſe corrupt Courſes are carried 
1s; Jen with a high Hand, notwithſtanding that the 
n. ordinary Means haue been uſed to reclaim them, 
of Hand to ſtop the Current of the preſent Defecti- 
o- % mn. | Fa 3 
It is what cannot be refuſed, that, for man 
n- Years bypaſt, the above-mentioned 4rÞ:77 at. 
es Steps, that are fo plainly levelled againſt our Pres- 


be byterian Conſtitution, have been complained of B 


he Repreſentations and W Ons from Synoas and 
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* Aud allo the threatning Signs that we are undet F 
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Corruption in Doctrine, and of Innouations boti 

in the Method and Strain of Preaching, have been 

- freely repreſented : There has been a Jong Cry 
from Presbyteries and Synods in different Corner 
of this Church and Land, that Zuſtice mig iht be. 
done to injured Truth; But, how are theſe Repre. 


ſentations and Inſtructions treated? They are once 


read in a Committee of Inſtructions, but no mor: 


regarded. And, when Presbyteries did inſtruct | 


their Commiſſioners, to the two or three laſt pre. 
ceeding Aſſemblies, That, if the Committees ſhoulg 
not tranſmit their mo¹iprful Contfifgints to the Ge. i 
neral Aſſembly, they ſhould, as they would be an. 
ſwerable to their Conſtituents, bring them in to o. 
ben A yet, when this is done, they are Born 
Jown by ſuperior Numbers: They are told, The 
Aſſembly's Time is over, or that the Aſſembly ha] 
no Time to enter upon the Conſideration of the{Þ 


Things. The laſt Agembly found Time to intruu 


Miniſters into the Pariſnes of Stow and Kingol-M ſlid 
drum, and to pals ſevere and unjuſt Sentences a. vii. 
gainſt ſome Miniſters in the Presbyrery of Dun-M 7:1 
fermline, and the Pour proteſting Brethren, but ze; 

bad no Time to conſidef the weighty Grievance 
* ' — that the Hock of Chriſt are groning under; ve, 
muſt ſay it with Regret, They found Time ro op- is, 
= Prei them more and more, but ot 10 help or fe. Cy 
lieue them. As Repreſentations and Inſtructions pr 
have been frequently ſent from Synods and Pres- 2. 
byteries concerning the above lamentable Courſe; of 
fo a Repreſentation and Petition, fign'd by above, 
Forty Miniſters and ſome Z14ers, (with whom we & 

did concur). was given in to the Aſſembly 2732, 

concerning moſt of the, above-mentioned Grievan- 3 
ces; but the Aſſembly's Committee of Bills refuſel th 
i Franſinit the ſame: And, when we offered our O 


. Re- 


7% 
* . 
_ ns wy + * Pal 
: > 


refuſed a Hearing; which obliged us to enter our 
Proteſtation, as Miniſters and Members of this 
Church, for our juſt Rights and Privil, 


ſtructions to our ies 3 | 
that the prevailing Party own ſhould: be uſed; 
put, how long have they been tried *Wwithout Suc- 


mean Time to diſregard and _ them, is a 
ES Mocking of the Miniſters and 


the Lord has been dealing with us, to reclaim us, 
both by threatned Judgments, and alſo by a Series 
Sand Train of merciful Providences ; our Condition 
& ſeems to be the ſame with that of ſinning and back- 
8 Gidin 

L vii. % ben I wonld have bealed Iſrael, then tbe 


Keane ſs 0 Samaria. 


Ctons to our ſeveral General Aſſemblies are not re- 


| Ought we not judicial to Proteſt againſt the * 


* 48 * 7 
7 


* 


Repreſentation at the Aſſembiy's Bar, we wete 


ages ſo ma- 
ifeſtly encroached upon. Repreſentafſbts and In- 
ſeveral Aſſemblies zit the Means 


ceſs? To ſay we ſhould uſe them, and yet in the 


lembers of this 
Church with a Witneſs. When theſe and the Ike 
Means have been ſo long tried by Synods, Presby- 
teries, and ſome particular Miniſters and Members 
of this Church, but to nöd Purpoſe ; and when 


rael, of whom the Lord complains, Hoſe 


- 


Iniquity of Ephraim was 4iſcovered, and the Wic- 


The laſt Thing contained in our general Charge 
is, That Matters are come to Fee a Paſs in this 
Church, that we are excludes from keeping up 4 
proper Teſtimony - againſt the Defections and 


Backſliaings of the prevailing Party, in a Way .- 


a | 


of miniſterial Communion with them. 
When Petitions, Repreſentations and Inſtrus 


ded, ought we not doftrinally to diſcover the 
vils that prevail amongſt us, and lament over 
them in out ſeveral Congregations before the Lorde 
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l Meaſures that are taken, not only for our oy 
.Exoneration, but that a egal Teſtimony again 

Sin and. Defection, and for the Truths of God 

may be tranſmitted to Poſterity ? And that bot luce 

. theſe are warrantable, we have already ſhounf have 
5 But the prevailing Party in our Church- Jud. and 
cCatories, as they do not regard our Repreſentation 8 

and Petitions, ſo they will not allow us to gin 
either a doctrinal or a judicial Teſtimony again BE 
their Defections and Backſlidings: If we teſtiſy if ith 
a doctrinal Way againſt the ſame, then, according ly 


to the Act and Sentence of the laſt. Aſſembly, wii 2 


þ 


_ * * 


muſt be brought to the Bar of Church-judicatorie, IF 
and there be rebuked and MAYS and if ea 
Pro teſt againſt ſuch a Cenſure, ſo nearly. affectigi 7" 
the free and faithful Exerciſe of our Miniſtry, or iff we 
we proteſt for our 4 Right and Privilege to teſtih 
againſt the Defections of this Church upon al =”. 
proper Occaſions, then, acgording to the fore/aillf ; po 
AS and Sentence, we mult be ſuſpended from thei 
Exerciſe of our Miniſtry: If we cannot yield pau 
_ Obedience to a Sentence of Suſpenſion inflicted ini 
an "arbitrafy Way and Manner, - becauſe. of our op 
Teſtimony in the publick Cauſe of God, then wel 44 
muſt be caſt out of rhe_Church, we muſt be 4%. 3480 
cared u Miniſters of the eſtabliſbed Church 
From all which it is plain, that the prevailing 
Paar will not allow us to maintain a proper Teſti- i 
mony, in a Way of miniſterial Communion with 4 
them, againſt their preſent Steps of Deſection pe 
A2 nad. Backlliding ; and therefore it is not only 
® avarratizable for us, but we are laid under a Ne- 
dene, to lift up a Teſtimony, in a; Way of S 
e from them, againſt the preſent Current of 
4 +Nefe&ion, whereby our Conſtitution is ſubverted, 
= 3 
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if Flock of Chriſt are wounded, ſcattered and big: 


Een; that we may not ' partake with them in their” 
Ws and may do what'in us lies to tranſmir into 


* @*_ 


Ewith reference to t is Church, Row ta Ne oy 


1 Hy from the Word, cannot be the Rule of our 
f 1 55 ; therefore we turn our Eyes to the neνν]n 

1e Ne of the Word of God, looking toward the 
q preat high Prieſt of our Profe Non, who bath the 
nim and 7 hummitn, all the Treaſures of Wiſ- 
in dom and Knowleage io bis Breaſt, that wn 
tin Inſtruct and teach us in the Way that we ſhoul 

A. And we think and are perſwaded that his 
alt Voice to us from the Word, is that, Rom. xvi. 7. 
thel 5 1 77 Jon, Brethren, mark them which 
LG Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Do- 
| int Firing which ye have learned, and avoid them: 
ouſ ſhere the Apeſtle, under the Conduct of the 


Piris, charatterizes the Diſturbers of Chriſtian 
Poeciety, theſe that cauſe Diviſions and Offences 
Fontrary unto the Doctrine that we Iave learned. 
Ne in this Church have learned from our For 0. 9 
| athers, i in a Conſiſtency with the Word of God, 
What the Lord Zeſus is the Lord, King and Law- 
Jon 257 unto his Church and People; ; and that the 
De- Bearers of his Houſe have no lor dlz 20577 

Ne. d Authority over the Flock Nee eritage of 
| 1 Jod; that the Right of 3 ini 35 
unto the People over whom they are to hade 
oharge ; and that y all Means it 40 to be * 


J an A be thruſt 1 * CoH * | 


"4 


an Congregation : : ede, have * PAY in the 
Zo am of. Chriſt, there is no Difference . 13 
e Man with the Gola Ring in gay Clothing, and 
the Man with the vile Raiment and Attire; tha 
ey and Free, Maſter and Servant are one in 
9 We have learned, that it is unlawful u 
fi | tonfer the Rights and Privileges of true Church 4 
= members upoti them ho are open Enemies to I | 0 
= covenanted Work of Reformation: We bag E 
Tearmed\, that it is an Iniquity to ſtrengthen or ſo 
#þ The Right:hauds of the Wicked, or give then ( 
Power or Occaſion to oppreſs the Lord's PeoplW:1 
either in their civil or ſacred Privileges : We hau 
 Hearned, that Miniſters ought to be free and faith 
ful, in "giving Warning a Fan prevailing Corr 
tions, either in the Practice of Judicatories, M 
s niſters, or private Chriſtians ; and that, inſteaf 
of being cenſured, they ought to be encouraged if 
ſio doing: We have 9 5 that a 3288 ol 1 
be diſplayed for Truth, agaiglt the ri 
4 vailing Errors of the Ti ime; that the be C 79 8 
the Church, ſuch as Rebukes, Admonitions, Sl 
ſpenſions, and the like, ſhould be - inflicted up 
evil Doers or errongouj Teachers, and not upd 
thoſe who tell the Truth, and are ſound in D- 
zz _ Erine and Morals : We have learned, that 7 
5 N Kline againſt Defectioꝝs in an Alſembl 
1 Church, is R and watrantable. Theſe an 
= the like Dodtinies we have learned in thisChurct 
= bey that cauſe Diviſions and Offences are the 
= who either in 5 le ot Practice counteract 
1 _ , depy them, and 515 o cannot endure them, bi 
vb by che Marley, of cheir Numbers, havit 
Zet the Key of Diſcipline in their Hands, {tulf 
Vith all heit Might to PRE and bury tbe 
1 ys nn. like Docttines, by ebukes, A moni 
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FFT 
ons, Suſpenſions, and higher Cenſures. In which 
Event 5 Duty pointed out to u ede inſf 150 

Aboſtle is twofold: Firſt to mark them; the Word 

ä N to obſe u them, as a Watchman ſet upon 
2 high Tower, in order to deſcry the Enemy that 

comes in to invade and diſturb the City of God; 

He is diligently to mark all Comers, and to give 

Notice accardingly for the Safety of the City.“ 

tas theContinyators of Poo/-upon the Place expreſs 

it) And this is what we judge to be our Duty, as 
ve are Watchmen ſet upon the Walls of the City 

of God. The ſecond R Rds 2" upon us, 

by the Direction of the Holy Gboft, is, to avoid 

them, or, as it reads in the Margin, urn aſide 
trom them. The Sum is, according to Expoſirars, 

That ſouna Chriſti ans ſpould turn away from them, 
and ſpun their Society, that they may be aſhamed : 
And this we judge warrants us in our Seceſſion 
from miniſterial Communion with them, whas 

zs the only Way we have now left us to avoid them. 
The fame Duty we find alſo laid upon us by an 
expreſs Commana, and that with great So/tmnity, 
as we would not counteract the Authority of the 
King of Zion, 2 Thell. il. 6. Now awe command 

you, Brethren, in the Name of our Lord Feſus © 
cCypriſt, that ye withdraw yourſelves from every 

| - Brother that walketh diſorderly, and not after the 
Tradition which ye have received of us. Expo- 
ſitors tell us, That the Word rendered to qvizh- 
ara, alludes to a Mariner that ſteers his Ship from 
the Rocks; and ſo it implies the Danger of not 

| -2w22Þgrawing, which may be the Reaſon of the 

he -Solemnity of the Command about it: And it is 
not from 2 Heathen Man, but a Brother, one 


that is of the n Oy Brot her, 
or Lo 


Whether Rich or Poor, High or Low, wood 
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428 \ 
s gi ſorderly, nor according i the Tradi tion 
Fans the Apoſtles. And whether zee he: 
Brethren, who are driving on the preſent Defe. 
Aion, be walking orderly, according to the Rule 
of God's Word, and the Principles of this Church 
founded thereupon, we leave it to the World tofff 
judge, from the ſeveral Particulars above conde. Ne 

9 —. upon. What remains then, but that ve 
ſhould withdraw from them, ſeeing no othet 
Means, by Inſtructions, Petitions, Repreſentations, 
and Proteftations, will ſtop them in their Career fi 
SERKArT 5 thi 
The ſame Precept we have repeated, 1 Tin. 


vi, 3, 4, 5. 2 Tim. iii. 5. T7. iii. 10. 2d Ep. 0 
John Verſe 10. and many other Places of Scrip. . 
ture which we might adduce. When a Church] 
declines the pure Ways of the Lord, it is the Duty po 
of them that would be found faithful, to and ani] 
ask for the old Paths, where the good Way is, 
- * ard to walk therein, ſerem. vi. 16. And when 
they change from the good Ways of the Lord to 
Ways of their own deviſing, that have no Foun- 
dation in the Word, none is obliged to walk with 
them, Prov. xxiv. 2. When they ſay 4 Confeae- 
racy with the avowed Enemies of the Cauſe of 
. Chriſt, ſo far eſpecially as to make a Complement 
of the Rights of the Church, and Liberties of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt unto them; in that Cafe we 
minmſt not /ay 4 Confederacy with them, but muſt 
Rand faſt in the Liberties wherewith Chriſt hath Mina 
made his People free, Gal. v. 1. When Truth is | e 
wounded in the Streets, and Men cenſured for Much 
publiſhing it, as tho? it were Lies or Error, in that We: 
Caſe we are'to contend earneſtly, or as in an A- 
Sony, for the Faith once delivera to the Sants, ret 
Jude, 3 Verſe ; Rev. iii, 11. Fer. xv. 19. From eri. 
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n wo 
W which we judge, that this Step of forbearing 
ſiniſterial Communion with the prevailing Party 
fe. In this eſtabliſh'd Church, in our preſent Situation, 
ue abundantly warranted. —_ Dd, of 
ch Having thus conſidered our preſent Situation in 
tollhe adorable Providence of God, and the Warrane 
de. Be have for our preſent Practice from the unerrin 
Rule of the Vora, we cannot but upon the whole 
Seclare, That ſeeing the prevailing Party in the 
Mabliſhed Church are breaking gown the neceſ- 
Fry Fences and Guards upon our Doctrine, Wor- 
Hip, Government, and Diſcipline ; ſeeing they 
verciſe a legiſlatiuvs Power and Authority over 
of he Houſe of God, by enacting Laws inconſiſtent: 
- With the Laus of Chriſt, to the Hurt and not 
ci he Edification fof his Body; ſeeing the prevai . 
ut) g Party by the Act 1732, and commonly in 
n the Settlements of Chriſtian Congregations, jois 
1s, emſelves to the avowed Enemies of a Presbyte- 
en an Intereſt, who are ſuppreſſing the true Friends 
to Wereof;; ſeeing a lordly and Gal, which is 


in- Wxerciſed over the Flock of Chriſt, which he 
ith Nat hers with his Arm, and carrie ith the 
40. Hreateſt Tenderneſs in his Boſom, by infliting the 
of Wigheſt Cenſures of the Church upon the People 
nt Bf theſe Congregations, who cannot ſubmit to the 
be Miniſtry of ſuch as are intruded upon them, 
we nd by threatning to inflict the higheſt Cen- 
uſt Wires upon Miniſters who diſpenſe ſealing Or- 
th {Minances unto them; ſeeing Church-diſdipline 
115 BW exerciſed after this Manner, fo as to ſcreen 
or uch as are juſtly cenſurable, and to cenſure 
ut Wer: for the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty; 
A- Ind feeing Prelatick Dominion and Tyranny has 
rept in, and is carried on, by divelting Presby- 
eries of their inherent Right and Karies it 
a 3% bw 3s OAT DD. EE Sy 
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in her fealing Ordinances, Who cannot join wit 
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. *ded into the Miniſtry, and who are very active 
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mean Time they have no lawful Call to act as Mi 
niſters of this Church, make ſuch a conſigerabl/ 
Part of her Judicatories; and ſeeing, to crow 


- ſo arbhizrary in their Proceedings of late, as ti 
* have no Regard to Inſtructions, Petitions, anc 
Repreſentations againſt a Courſe of Deſection, by 
e cantra do commence Proceſſes, do rebuke, a0 
moniſn, ſuſpend, and threaten kigber Cenſures u 
pon Miniſters who preach and proreſt againſt tb 
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Preshyteries are appointed to receive and inn 


. ninifterial Communion, by making every M. 
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they cannot concur in the violent Settlement d 7 
Cong 1 Commitrees are appointe Heft 
with 2 Presbyt ower to intrude; Miniſters y 4 
Aiſſenting and reclaiming Congregations, an 


auch intruded Miniſters amongſt their Memben Ponce 
by all which Proceedings our Presbyterian Cu 
Nitut ion is - ſubverted ; ſeeing alſo the prevailiꝶ 
Party, inſtead of contendiug for the Faith ond ut 
delivered to the Saints ,ot the Purity of Doctrineiid 
luffer Error to be publiſhed without any NoticWt 
taken thereof ; ſeeing no due and adequate CenWhd, 
ſure has been inflicted upon erroneous Teaches 
Jea, leeing ſuch are held and kept in minifteri 
Communion with the eſtabliſhed Church; ſeeing 
the prevailing Party have altered the Terms « 


liable to Cenſure, who adventures to. preach ; 
gainſt their preſent Deſections; ſeeing they have c 
ont Thouſands from Communion with the Churc 


zutrudea Hirelings; and ſeeing theſe who are int 


carrying on the preſent Deſections, tho? in th: 


all, the Aemblies of this Church are becom 


"above elections; and ſmce Aſiniſters are not or 
ly ſuſpendee, but caſt out from miniſterial Com 
1 „%%%ͤͤ;% « ! munioq 
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puni by tha's provaililg Wy zy in the 3 
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nt « or Privileges to reſtifh 7 theſe a1 be Ziks 
ing 122 beach hop n (R928 


rs 10 taper or ſubmit to a mere © 4 


„ andfjurive Su[Perſiorr far their Toftimony yo | 
ine Concern ;, We do then _ 75 1 
iberſonceive, that altho* we have hit 

2 eine and wreſtling in a Way of 5 
nom munion wich our Brethren, rt . 8455 

ond bar there is no Stop put to the Fe 
tried that the Current of DeſeRtion © runs with 
(Otice heb an impetuous Torrent, and that we are ex- 
Cen 7 ded from keeping up a Teſtimony againſt their 
hers many ſinful and unwarrantable Proce oceedings in a 
ſeri, Wiy of Church-communion with chem ; there. 
ecinffote* we judge it our Duty to make a Seo 
ns of from #ini/ter+a7. Communion with. the reſent pre- 
Ma 6a:ling Payty in the eftabliſÞed Church, till == 
ch + ate ſenſible . of their above>mentioned "Sins. * 
e C4 Mi Rakes,” aud reform and amend the ame. 
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3:4 
1 
28 
$537 


* 1 ann all 1 0 n wa 
© adhere unto the Princip 1 0 'of the 4 true- Pr 3 
in 


terian e Church of Scotland 
4 ment; and part y with ev 488 one who 25 


Doctrine, Diſcij ite, wotltip, and Gover 
ahing. under wary Evils, 


e 80 Grievaticey that we have been 

| *.ofs. and-who. are iti their ſeveral 555 
12 8500 bee of 6d aa We be 
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| We make no Doubt but the odious Charge 
Fun will be laid againſt us, eſpecially by ſuch ; 
are carrying on this erratic ourle of DefeGi 
on. This preſent Breach began firſt on 22 
Jae, and not upoti ours; in ſo far as the Synoz; 
\ Perch and Stirling: condemried- ſeveral Truths e 
mitted by Mr. Erskine in his Synodical Sermon] U 
and N him to be rebuked at their Bar fo 
the faithful Diſcharge of his Duty; and the lat 
General Aſſembly appointed us. every one to be 
ſuſpended, and that. becauſe we Prozeſted for ouſt 
put Right and Privilege to teſtify, on all prope 
Occaſions, againſt the Sins and Deſections of thiz 
Church; and, in caſe we ſhould not obey the Ser. 
tence of Suſpenſion, a Cenſure of a higher Na 
ture was appointed to be inflicted upon us: Andſjther 
the Comiſſion having, at their Meeting Anugui Vb. 
laſt, execute the ſid Sentence of Suſpenſion, as weit; 
=. | protef both before and after the Execution off Of? 
2A the farhe, that it ſhould be held and repute null Bac 
= ang void; and that it ſhould .be '/awfh7 for us 1: 
= . exerciſe our Miniſtry, as formerly we had done, Pd! 
234 asif no ſuchCenſure had been paſt ; in regari I Vll 
- we were not convifted of any Thing, in Doktrin f der 
, or Practice, contrary to the received Principle dad 
this Church, of our Ordination Vows and En. rc 
$a ements; ſo we did eee exertiſe our Mi-. is 
niſtry notwithſtanding of the ſaid Sentence, and nd 
sould not ſubmit to a Sentence by mere Church. 0 
anthority, and, becauſe of our Teſtimony in the Hie 
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2 ublick Cauſe of God, © diſcharging us to exerciſe es 

E hat Miniſtry which we have received from the Ihe 

: Lord: Arid therefore the Commiſſion of the Gene- ba 
ral Aſſembly did, at their Meeting November laſt, 

|  G#eclare ns i0 be nd longer Miniſters ef the eftabli-ﬆ 
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and wreſtling al the- preſent Deſectiom 


air A 
td Backſlidings in a Way of Church-Communis 
S, till the prevailing Party have thruſt. us out 


4 fem among them; therefore the Charge of Schiſin 
s e cannot be juſtly laid at our Door. But beſides, 


when the Nature of Schiſin is particularly confi 
dered, we hope it will be evident unto all who.are 
yoprejudiced, - that we cannot be juſtly charged 
with the ſame. | Shiſm is a caries Separation 


tom a Church, well conſtitute, found-in Doctrine, 
pure in 'Worlhip, impartial .in Diſcipline, and 
acting in the Government according to the Laws 
Nerf. Chriſt : Otherwiſe a peaceable Departure from, 
[br leaving the Communion» of a Church when 
Ichere is ju Cauſe. forit, is nat 4 Schiſin; ſot 


iſm muſt needs be. theirs, "whoſe the Canſe of 14 
164 and the Wo runs againſt theſe that give the. 


n of Hence, Hot againſt thele nube, are offended at 
11 ack{lidings, ow, that our prelent Forbearatice 


% Miniſterial Communion with the preumi lin, 
one ¶ Party in this eſtabliſhed Church, is not cauſleſS, = 
ri Will be pretty evident to any who impartially gonlt- 
rini der what is already ſaid. Scbiſim, in this ga a 

plel ind covenauted Church, is a Departure from tha 
En-. Urder and 2 7 in the Lord, to which we 
Mi. this Land are ſo ſolemnly bound and engaged 

and Ind therefore the Charge of Schiſin turns againſt 
reh. Vote who are renting and breaking through the 
the e e e by deſtroying in- 
-iſe (fled of edifying the Body of Chrilt, hy. fcattering 
the Ihe Lords Flock inſtead of gathering them, by 
ne- pulling down the carved Murk of Reformation. in- 
Laſt, Read of . building it ups and by 'eliraming. Mini- 


i- Kerial Freedom and Faithuloeſs in teftfying — 
en- [pink prevailing. Corruptiqnz, Jnitead.. f £9099 = 
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J 
Eut now, becauſe we IO notwithſtan⸗ .- . 
Jing of all that is laid above, we ſhall {till be bran- and 
ded with the odious Name of Men of errozeons l in 
and unſound Principles, particularly by thoſe a- con 
gainſt whom this our Teftizzony doth point: I pro 
Therefore we judge it expedient to make the fol- Fon 
lowing Confeſſion and Declaration of out Princi-Wſi xy 1 
before the World;  .- | 
1, We own the Scriptures of the Old and in | 
New Teſtament to be the Word of God, and the 4 
_ only Rule of Faith and Manners ; as alſo, we own is a 
the Proteſtant reformed Doctrine, according to the cor 
ſame, publickly profeſſed in the Church of Scotland, ¶ fels 
ſummarily contained in our Confeſſion of Faith, the 
Targer and Shorter Catechiſms, approven by the anc 
Afﬀembly 1647; in Oppoſition to Popery, Aria. yer 
. wiſm, Socinianiſm, Arminianiſin, Quakeriſin, Li- for 
Bertiniſm, Antinomianiſm,  Baxterianiſm, Bu- Lif 
rignianiſm, and all other Errors contrary to the 
foreſaid Doctrine, and inconſiſtent therewith. - '{ed 
' 24ly, We declare our ſincere and hearty Adhe- of 
rence to the Form of Worſhip received arid practi-·¶ ter 
ſed in the Church of Svotland, approven and in- 601 
joined in the Acts of the General Aſſemblies there- dir 
of, held ſorth in the Directory for Worſhip ; and] len 
condemn and reject. whatever is not according to an 
r 
3aly, We believe with our Hearts, and confeſs} of 
With our Mouths, That our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, fig 
as he is the alone Head and King of his Church, {off as 
He hath appointed a particular Form of Govern- on 
ment therein, to continue to the End of the World an 
nunalterable; and we do receive and embrace Pres- on 
"Syterian Church. Government, by. Kir k- ſeſſions, Pe 
Presbyteries, Synods and Aflemblies, as that Form tic 
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f Government which we judge to be agreeable to] th 
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proven by the Afl. 164 5. Seſl. 16, And we hereby 
[condemn all Sectarian Errors whatſoever, contra- 


; : 5thiy, Aﬀer that the Lord Was. graciouſly pleas 


ding to Scripture-Warrant and Example, by fo+, 


of 


% 
go” _ 


and founded upon the Word, of God as deſcrib'd 
In our Books Diſcipline, and the Propoſitions 


concerning Church- Government, received and ap- 


ry unto, or inconſiſtent with, the ſoreſaid Govern- 
ment, inſtituted and appointed by the Lord Jelus 
41biy, We believe, That the viſihle Church, Which 
is alſo Catholick and Univerſal: under the Goſpel, 
conſiſts of all theſe through the World that pro- 
fels the true Religion, and of their Children, and is 
the Kingdom' of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Hauſe 
and Family of God, . unto which Chrilt hach gi- 
en the Miniſtry, Oracles and Ordinances of God, 
r the gathering and perfecting the Saints in this 
Life to the End of the World. las 4 


= 


ſed by the Spirit of his Mouth, and the Brightneſs 

of his Coming in a Goſpel-Diſpenſation, to ſcate 
fer the Clouds of Antichriſtian Darkneſs that hah 
covered this whole Land; Our Fathers did agcors; - 


lemn Covenant, bind and engage both themlelves. 
and their Poſterity, to cleave and adhere unto the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Goyernment 
of the Lord's Hou: ; and to join with their Proſeſ- 
fion of the Goſpel, ſuch a Life and Converſation 


as becometh Chriſtians ; whereby this whole Natiy = 
on was devoted to the Lord, We therefore believe WM 


* 


and confeſs the perpetual Obligation of 8 _— 
ona Covenant, frequently. ſworn by all Ranks ot - 
Perſons in Scotland; as alſo the perperual Qbliga» ' i 
tion of the Soſenin Leagus and Covengnr, worn; is 
the v ear 164.3, for maintaining and carrying on a 4 
Work of Reformation N the Three Nations, and 
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ka 
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100 
renewed afterwards in , in the Vear 1648, 
with a ſolemm Acknowledgment of Sins and Breach: 
e ol the ſaid Covenant, and a folemn Engage: 
ment to the Duties contain'd therein; which Oaths 
yad Covenants, we believe to be inviolable in their 
Obligation upon this and all fucceeding Generations. 
, We believe, That Chriſt hath appointed 
Clurch-Officers under him, diſtinct from the Civil 


7 iſtrate ; ;, and that to theſe Officers the Keys 
* 


of Heaven are committed ; the 
Key of Divine; for o op g the Myſteries of the 
Golpetl, and wonderful Things of his Law; the Ferri 
Key of ' Diſcipline and Government, for the Pre- Ref 
ſervation of the Beauty, Order and Purity of his the 
Church, and for purging out of her, Errors in Prin- re 
__ciple, or Scandals in Practice, whereby ſhe is in Wh. 
Danger of being corrupted... | 
ry, As theſe Miniſters d Officers inn the Tin 
King tom of Ch#ift are in their Teaching boun- uf 
ded Þ unto the Doctrine of the Word, or Faith deli- Nina 
vered to the Saints; fo in their Government of the ſur 
Church they are limited to that Syſtem of Laws, f 
and that Form and Mould of Government he hath Nate 
delivered, which are every complete, without tior 
altering the Land- marks of b 0 or impo- |. Kr: 
Kut upon his Church the Commandments of Men, | La 
which is an trading of his Prero ogative as the alone ea. 
King and Eaugiver of Zion: And therefore we [Gi 
believe, that the Decrees and Determinations of alt ICH 
 Eouncils, made af of fallible Men, are no i al 
e be received or ſubmitted to by the Church, than 


Wt o far 3s, they are. conſdriant unto the Word of 


„ We belivve, That, Abe the — 
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eir N O of Go"; and when, eue nee 
ns. BOaths, they. do ber , See me to N | 
ted the. DoGtin 1 4 oyernment and. Die- 
vil Byline of the 180 of by 'cquntenancing an 

eys ſupporting "i Error or. errogecus Teachers, by 
the lab verting the Conllitution, by depr e he: true 
be Members of the Church of: their Faber 
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re- ¶ Reformation, whom they take into their 6 ark to 
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| 7 . Irpteſtations, t they not only go on 
inately. in their arbitrary Methods, but procged to 
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li- in any of thefore ays, t againlt their Mea» 
he nes: Th and in that Caſe, we believe it laws 
vs, ful for THY t Part of AA na 4 

th ate Hong che Head, and keeping the Fi 

ut tion of Government, to manage t x kg the 
0- | Kingdom of Heaven, in an Agreea to the 
n, | Laws of Chriſt Tad for the Benefit of his Myſt» | 
ne of 7 7 in ſo doing, they have more 
to * the promiſed Preſence -of 
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' Should with all Care be reſerved to every ſever; 
Congregation, to have their Miniſters ſettled a. 


'*mong them: with their own Call and Conſent, 
*And- conſequently,” that the Act 3732, reſtricting 


the Power of the Election of Miniſters to Heritor 
and Elders without Confent of the People, and 
ging an equal Power of EleRion to non-refiding 
| . and even to thoſe that are not of ou 
Communion, is a dangerous Innovation upon the 
- Rights of the Church, and the Principles of the 
_ Reformation, which, ſince that happy Period, thi 
Church hath been all along - contending for, 
and that the faid Act is contrary unto the Word 
of God, which gives the Right of electing Officers 
to Chriſtian n without Difference 
between Rich and PO r. $6” » WI 
_-- xothly, We believe, That it is the Duty of faith- 
ful Miniſters, when DefeCtions prevail in'a Church, 
and when Iniquity is eſtabliſhed by a Law, to give 
- faithful Warning againſt the 2 Evils of the 
Time : And When cenſured for it, tho“ at the Bar 
of an Aſſembly, it is their Duty to proteſt for the 
- Cauſe of Truth, that it may not fall in the Streets; 
and, when ſuſpended or otherwiſe cenſured, that it 
is their Duty to continye in the Exerciſe of -their 
Miniftry, Neceſſity being laid upon them by their 
"Dedication to that Office, and the Command of 
. - Goa,to preach the Goſpel, and fo to obey God ra- 
ther than Man; eſpecially When it is conſidered, 
that Submiſſion to arbitrary Authority, in a Caſe 
wherein the publick Cauſe is concern 
giving-up with their Teſtimony. 
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Having now declared our Adherence to the 
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cd, is a plain 


* of the Church of Scotland; and having laid openf © 
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f FO or 
Ache preſent Prevailing Parry in the Judicatories of 
eraficthis Church: As we deſire to be humbled before 
d a. Iche Lord for the manifold aboundihg Sins, and the _ 
nt great Degeneracy of the Age wherein we live; and 
ting particularly for all the Evils above-mentioned, for 
ton which a Righteous and Holy God may juſtly ſor- 
andi ke and caſt off this Church and Land; eſpecially 
inggywhen it is conſidered to what a great Height our 
N of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and of Chriſt. 
himſelf the great Subſtance of the Goſpel, is come, 
together with our Impenitency under all our hai- 
nous Sins and Abominations: So we likewiſe warn 
all and every one, and particularly the People of 
our ve/pective Congregations, ſeriouſly to conſider 
theſe Things, to be humbled ſor them, and to turn 
to the Lord with Weeping and Supplication, that 
I the fierce Anger of the Lord may be turned away 
ith⸗ tem us, and that he may be graciouſly pleaſed to 
reh return unto us, and may heal our Backſlidings and 
give Breaches, that Glory may yet devell in our Land: 
the Yea, under our abounding Sins, and the manifold 
Bat Evidences of the Lord's Anger, his Voice unto us 
thelſ| ſeems to be, Gather yourſelves together, yea, ga- 
sts; ther together, O Nation not defired: Before the 
at it Decree bring forth, before the Day paſs as the 
heir Chaff,, before the fierce Anger of the Lord come u- 
heit pon yon, before the Day of the Lord's Anger come 
d of | % you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye Meek of the. 
ra- Earth, which have wrought bis Judgment ; ſeek, 
red, Righreouſneſs, ſeek Meekneſs : It may be, ye ſpall 
Cale be bid in the Day of the Lord's Anger, Zeph. ii. 
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„ Reafons by the 


16 proteſting Miniſters for 
tthbe Falidiy of their Paſtoral Rela- 
unis their reſpetiioe. Congregations 


THE Commiſtion of the General Afſembly, 
| their Act and Sentence paſt againſt us, Zoo{q 
| Our paſioral Relation tw our reſpectius Pariſhes, 
and declare our Churches vacant from and after 
the Date their Sentence. And our Proteltation, 
entred at the intimating of the above Sentence un- 
to us, bears, That, notwithſtanding of this Sen. 
tente ja azainſt us, our faſtral Relation all 
be held aud repute firm and valid; And in our 
id Proteſtation we declare our Adherence to the 
ateſtation formerly | entred beſom this Court at 
their Meeting in _4uguſt :. And, becauſe that Pro- 
- teſtation contains ſome -weighty Reaſons for the 
- Nullity of any Sentence affecting our, Miniſterial 
_ Office, or the Exerciſe of jt amongſt the People of 
out reſpect Charges; We ſhall infert it here, tho 
it is already pul ie in our ſeveral Repreſentari- 
ons given in at that Tinſe to the Commiſſion 5 And 
0 ell nds wig ene: WM 
And further, We are obliged. to proteſt, likes 
t by theſe Preſents we do proteſt for ourſelves, and 
_ . © in Name of all the Maiſters and Members of 
|  , © this Church adhering td us, as alſo in the Name 
_ © of all and every one in our feſpective Co: Ks. | 
= ions ho ſhall adhere unto us, againſt — en- 
ure that may be inflicted upon us, affecting our 
I MMiniſterial Office, or the Exerciſe thereof, as null 
S and void in itſelf; and that it ſhall. be lawful and 
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| 9 Vows 
2G, for all the 9 —9 2 
Me-cannot. retract our Paper given in to 


| General Aſſembly. And, further; we 2 


ale . « 


ſt, That, it in Con nene of. ny Cell 
infli upon us, 7 of... Sulpe uſion — 
higher Nature, +agy.. er 9 de 
thall exerciſe-any Part af ur Minifterial Wo 


of in gur ref! ve Congregations, fame 
50 ** e a8 an Intruſion agen 75 our Mi 


1. urs: As allo; we. 1 That it. - WM 
nd any other Miniſter ſhall. be ſetiſech in dur Col. 
If gregations, chat the ſame ſhall by, held and 0 1 
eas an Intruſion upon our paſt gs; _ 
nd J. wat the fart ple 315 gui ef 3 
— : * ſubmit unte Dn their. 5 L CS, By Mm 4 | 
a . Me were ordain d to. take *the Overſight of the A 
n- with their own Call and Conſent; and with Son: 


— the Presbytety into which we were recti Zo 
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fone ur See 
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In "Conſequence of the above Proteltation, we 
Kave continged' to exerciſe our Miniſtry amongſt 
the People of our reſpective Charges; and we 
judge it our Duty ſo to do, becauſe, as our ſaid 
+ Proteſtation bears, Wwe. were otdain'd to take the 
”  . Overſight of them with their oun Call and Con. 


A ent, and with the Conſtur of the Presbytery into 
3 Which we were received, and have not been con. 


vitted of departing from any of. the receives 
Principles of 'this Church, or of counteracting 
oh Ordination Vows and Engagements. That we 
Were ordained to take the Overſight of our re- W;.-- 
ſfpective Congregations with their own Call and If 
po” 7 and with the Conſent of our ſeveral Pres- 
\ bjyteries, is what cannot be controverted: And 
we affirm, that our paſtoral Relation cannot be loo- Ib; 
fed by any of the Juqicatories of the Church, Fl. 
unlels by Tranſportation to another Congregation, 
but this is not out Caſe; or by ſome legal Evidence 
ot Document that we have departed in Do- 
Erine or Practice from the received Principles of 
this Church, or that we have counteracted our 
Ordination Vows. and Erigagemerits, but none of 
theſe take Place here: And therefore our paſtoral 
Relation to our reſpective Pariſies muſt ſubſiſt, 
and he ſtill held arid repute firm and valid, as will 
appear from the following Particulars ; 
If, There is no Document or Evidence brought 
againſt us, that We have departed either in Do- 
ctrine or Practice from the received Principles of 
this Church ; this was never laid to our Charge: 
For the Truth of What we affirm, we to 
_ the Proceſs itfelf, and to the Sentence that was 
pa d againſt us, where no ſuch Thing is laid to 
dur Charge; beſides, we have with great Solem- 
| , nity declared, in our feveral Repreſentations given 
= V oe * MY . in 
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b in to- the Comm „ ſour Adherence to all the) "RY 
| - 


| Principles of the Church of Scotland] as they are; 
7 kid down in our Confeſſon of Parth, dur Di- 
Ya reffory for Worſbip, and in the Form! of Church. 
' BE Government received and approvenby this Church. 
bat Principle then of the Church have we de- 
tO parted from ? Let our Managers ſhow. it, if they 


„en. Their Sentence, as it ftands ed with. 

es Itde Act that the laſt General. Aſſembly pals'd 
75 Bagainſt'us, is founded upon our Proteſtation againſt Co 
N Decifien of that Aſſembly, and on our Refuſal . 
a is retract the fame, together with our Non-ſub- 1 


miſſion to a Sentence of Suſpenſion paſs'd and 

execute againſt us: But we ask our Managers, 

Is it a Principle of this Church, That in no Caſe 

the Miniſters and Members thereof may proteſt 

_—_ an Act or Sentence of a General Afſſeme. 
bly 
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by: We are ſure, this is fo far from being a Prin. 
oP ciple of the Church of Scotland, that it is con- 
we trary to our Reformation and Proteſtant Principles; 
his is to ſet up an abſolute Power and Authority 
ut in the ſupreme” Judicatory of the Church, ta i 
of . E . 22 Os = „ 
which all ought to ſubmit without Gainſaying or = 
ral Counteracting, which is the very Thing the Pope = 
It, Bof Rome pleads for, unto. the enflaving of * 2 
n NConſciences of Men, by requiring a blind Subje- A 
tion and Obedience to his Dictates, without * Ws | 
A examining the ſame according to the Word of. © | 


God : Vea, ſuch a Principle. as this would open 


of che Flood-gates of DefeQion from.our Reformati- 

e: ſlon-Principles, and would effectually wreſt out of 

to Four Hands a proper Mean for the Exoneration of : 
as Flour own Conſciences, and for tranſmitting to Po- 2 
ny erity a Teſtimony for- Truth, and againſt the E 


bins and Deſections of a backſliding Church. _ 
za, We are not 58 of counteracting 
2 : : 1 | 2 | our 


Vows and Engagements ;.neither 4 
J in the. Sentence paſs d x 
5 3 for which we ate 


0 
We. 


And when it was evident to us, that by 
of Aſſembly 1732, and by the preſent 


1 
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hath purchaſed with his own Blood, Acts xx. a0 
1 Pet. v. 2. And that we ſporld rake heed to 1h 


0 — 


we are not ee Thing in Dectrin 
da or Practice contrary to the received” Principles f 
ue this Church, or our Ne ge- 
at: ments 3 we cannot but look. upon this — i 
and uncommon Cenſure, looſing our Relation to 
our particular Congregations, as a Cenſure that 
has no. Foundation in the Word of God, or in 
the Conſtitutions of the Church' „ 
agreeable thereto: And therefore in this Cafe we 
muſt judge it Our Duty tO obey God rather than 
Man; and to regard the Command of God in his 
Word, more than the Act or Sentence of any 
Synod or Council whatſoever; and to endeavour, 
according to the Meaſure of the Grace of God 
iven unto us, to fulfil our Miniſtry amongft the 
People commited ro ur Chatgee. 
, From the above Particulars it is evident, 
that it. any Miniſter or Probationer ſhall exerciſe 
any. Part of our miniſterial Work in our reſpeftive 
_ Congregations, ot-if any other Miniſter ſhall be 
ſettled in our laid Congregations, the fame ſhall -. 
be held and repute an Intruſion upon our miniſte- 
rial Labours and paſtoral Charges; as alſo, that the 
People of our ſeveral Congregations ſhall "not be 
obliged to own, acknowledge, or ſubmit unto 
{uch as their lawful Paſtors ; yea, if the»ſubrhi 
to the Miniſtry of any who in Conſequence of the 
Sentence paſs d againſt us exerciſe any Patt of fr 
miniſterial Work, they counteract what they 


have ſolemnly . promiſed and engaged, inregaxd - 


that the Calls they have given unte us bear a ſo- | 
lemn Promiſe and Engagement, © To give due Re- *© 

I ſpect to our Perſons as Miniſters of Chriſt; and 

1 1 Obedience ahd Submiſſion to our Migiſtry in the 

J. Tord, and to do what they cam to 1 

dar Hands, and encourage ug in this great Work. 
r ö 
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eg Gutiful People to their lawful 


G 1 # 


4% 


cite Obedience to any Church whatſoever, and that 

. they ought to examine the Sentences of all Synods 
and Ceyncils by the Word of God. The Bereans 
| are commended, Acts xvii. 11. for examining the 
Doctrine of the;great Apoſtle Par by the Mora, 
and his Authority as an * poſtle was ſuperior to 
that of any fallible Sp d or Council. Let the 
Mord of Goa, and the Principles of this Church 
= agreeable thereto, be Judge betwixt the prevailing 
4 Party and us: We a a, to their own Sentence 
par againſt us, wherein nothing is laid ta, our 


. 
* 


Charge contrary to the Word of God, or the re- 
_ eeived Principles of the Church of Scotland; aud 
it is Mowed by all Caſuiſts, that, if the true Paſtors 
of the Church are by mere human Authority caſt 
out, and others intruded in their Stead, that it is 
the Duty of the People to own their Relation to 
their true Paſtors, and to refuſe Subjection to ſuch 
as are thruſt in upon them in their Room. To 
conclude this Head, Can we from Scripture or from 
- ofthe Conflicution and Principles of this Church, or 
© can we be anſ{werable to our Ordination Vows 
Land Engagements, if we ſhould, in Obedience to 
the arbitrary Will and Command of Men, flee 
from-our Blacks, and leave them to be diſperſed, 
ſcattered and broken? Will it be a ſufficient. Apo- 
Jogy for us to ſay, That the Aſſembly or their! 
Commiſſion have diſcharged us to exerciſe our Mi- x 
_ piſtry amongſt them, when the chief Shepherd of 1. 
the Sheep has commanded us to rake bee to rh 
Huck over which we are made Overſeers, TR 
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not only in this Partit 
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Caſe, that our Subjection firengthens: 6 * 
ports Church. authority, when that Authority, 
ſtances, is abuſed at this Day to the Prejudice 
ahd e of the Hexitage of God | 
exerciſe f 


net to ſubinit. 


Reaſons by the provefting Minifters fir 
te . 
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did intimate their Se 
6 fog rnd ata b 
1 | = i } 


1 * 4 . \ N \ : 
"4 a F ; adn © 
—_ 7. ho 3 15 \ 4 8 3 8 2 * 4 as * 
* „ — K wal a "ME 4 - * 10 1 7 as - 
Ln 8 


al roteſt, © That 
it mor 0 aal can wart for us to ex- 
_ ©: oxciſe orgy of Doctrine, — and 
£ , according to the Mord God, our 
© Confeſſion of Faith, and the Principles and Con- 
5 ſtitutions of the covenanteli Church of Scarland. 
A this is the laſt Head of our Proteſtation, ſo we 
_ offer ſome few Reaſons for ſupporting 
the , 

1, The Keys of Dotrrinse, and 
Diſcipiine, were giyen by the Hea#of the Church 
to the Apo d m them to all the ordinary 
N of the Golpel, who are Succeſſors unto 
ſtles in every Thing that was ſtanding 

inary in their Work and Office, Matt. 

7 195 and xvii. FE ern XX. 23. And, as the 
Key of Doctrine belongs to the paſtoral Office, 
ſo do the Keys of Government and Diſcipline. 
"The Command to feed the Church of God, Acts 
xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2. is a Command to rule and 
govern the Flock; the original Word, in both 
; theſe Places, , Ggnifies the 5 — of Rule and Go- 
verumemt, as well as that ef Feeding by the Preach- 
ing of the Word: Only, whereas the Key of 
Derne may be exerciſed by every {ſingle Paſtor, 
the Keys of Government- and Diſcipline muſt be 
exerciſed by Paſtors two or three in Collegio, Matt. 


13 
5 


vii. 19, 20.5 


"24ly, As As the 7 of Government and Diſci- 
7D 8 are given to the Miniſters of the Church, 
10 there is a ſpecial Promiſe made unto them for 


their Encouragement in the Exerciſe of the fame, 
_ Matt. xviii.. 20. Where two or three are 8 
| Tj. in my Name, there am I in 
. of them 


Mid 
It is plain from the Corſtext A that, ws 
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their meeting together in a judicative Capacity for the 
Exerciſe of the Keys of Government and Diſcipline : And, 
as the Grant of the Keys is made to the Miniſters of 
the Church, ſo it is here promiſed unto them, for their 
Support and Encouragement in their Work and Duty; 
whatever Difficulties may attend it, that the Lord him 
2 felf will be in the Midſt of them; and we judge, that, 
I vrhen we are conſtitute in his Name, we have a more. 

eſpecial Claim to the above Promiſgmmſmmgn. 
d Za, The prevailing Party in the eſtabliſß d Church 
Jef Scotland having now caſt. us out from Miniſterial 
, ECommunion with them, we cannot exerciſe the Keys 
J of Government and Diſcipline any longer in.ConjunCEtian 
0 Wwith them: Vet, as they themſelves muſt own, that, as 
8 ve are Miniſters of the Church of Chriſt, we have 
7. Power and Authority from the Lotd Jefus to exerciſe. 
ie the Key of Doctrine; io we have the ſame Warrant 
e, ſand Authority to exerciſe the Keys of Government and 
e. Diſcipline in Collegio. 


os 490%, As we are in Principle Presbyterians, and have 


d promis d and engaged to adhere to that Form of Go- 
ch Nernment as the only Government inſtituted and ap- 


pointed over the Houſe of God by the Lord Jeſus in 
is own Word, and have alſo profeſs d and own'd the 
ſame in our ſeveral Repreſentations given in to the Com- 
miſſion of the General Aſſembly; ſo we judge it ne- 


Ir, Neeſſary for us to exerciſe the Keys of Government and 
be {Diſcipline conjunctly, not only for the Benefit of our 


dyn Congregations, and for maintaining that Order 
amongſt ourſelves which is required by the Word of 
20d, and by the Acts and Conſtitutions of, this Church 
founded thereupon ; bur alſo, that we may diſtiaguiſu 
durſelves from theſe of the Sectarian and Independent - 
ay, who lodge the Keys of Government and Dis 
Tipline in the whole Community of the Faithful (as they 
peak) and who refuſe the due Subordination of Con- 
aſt Wrepational Elderſbip to the ſuperior Fudicatories, \_. ...; 
| 5thly, The deplorable Situation of many Congrega- 
at ions in Scotland, don 1 under, the Weight of Vio: 
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pat ns and Oppretiion by the Tat aſſon of. Miniſters 
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ven them, und cryi ing for Help and Relief ec the 
Freſent Judicatorics of the Church, but finding none, 
makes it — more 2 fer us now, when we are 
-cafF our by the prevailing Party From 3 Com- 
ren with them, to affociate ourſelves togerher for 
the E xerciſc of Government and Dife „that fo we $ 
my be in ſome Capacity of affording Help and Relief up-2 
to rhe difireſſed and oppreſſed Dieting of God through Wt 
the Land, according to the Word of God, and the 
Rules and Conſtitutions of the Church of Scotland. ' 
Thus we have laid —_ the Reaſons of our Proteſtati- 
on entred before the Commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 
V Noyember laſt, and have made a free and plain 
. of our Prineiples; being conſtrained in this 
of Trouble and treading dogun, and of >a 
2 from the Lord God of Hoſt s in our Falley 
Non, nodding to the Meaſure of 146 ht and 88 ng : 
which ey have received of the Lord” to bear Teſti⸗ 
for the reformed DoSvine and M orpip, Government term: 
and Diſciglige of the Church of Scotland, in Oppoſition and, 
8 by man FIojorics do ons thereumo ;' In all which — He v 
e not, fo far as we know our own Hearts, deſigned Nb 
or deſired to provoke any, or to appear ſingular, but Nes 
in the Simplicity of our carts to reborn our Con. Ibe y. 
ep. with reſpect to dur own ar Flocks, May 
and this whole Church and Nation, and de bur Poſte- when 
2 we are gone. And, as it cannot but be af- on 
ie all who have any Regard to the Conſfitution N th 
Principles of this Church, that the preſent Mana- BMI. 
ſh are purſuing ſuch Meaſures as are o oppoſite unto i 
. Hur received Principles, and have ſuch a 8 Ten- 
I . dency to ſubvert our Conſtitution, and to corrupt our 
„ Doctrine; ſo we ſincerely wiſh that they may conſider .___ 
their Way, and may endeavour to recti theſe Evil that 
"x been complained of, Ps that Refbrmation- Work 1 
be ſet on Foot, and carried on, according to the co 
ord of God, our Solemn Covendm-Engagements, and P 
e Aﬀs and Conftitutions « of the Church of Scotland: But, Nor. 
Cl the prevailing Party will ftill go on in their Peek | 
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Pefectien from our |Reformed and Covenanied. Prin- 
e, ler; however low this Church may be "thereby 
fought, and tho? a Rightcous and Holy God may for 
theſe Things be provoked in his juſt and righteous Diſ- 


or aſure to viſit us with ſevere Strokes and Judgipents, 
me et we hope the Lord will in his own good Time raiſe 
ef ug a General . Aſſembly in the Church of Scotland, that 
gh all condemn che preſent ſinful and unwarrantable Pro- 


ceedings : And we are encouraged in this Hope and 
Krpectation, when we conſider how early the Lord 


ti- Iuiſted rhis Nation with the Light of the glorious Goſ- 
m- he and what he tas done for this Church in her great- 
ain eſt Extremity, how remarkably he has delivered her, 
his and | how ſeaſonably he has interpoſed for her Bp 
eſs Rand Relief in the Day of her Strait and Diftreſs ; ſo 
/ U that in reforming and copenanting Scotland theſe and the + 
2th like Promiſes have had a ſignal Accompliſhment, Iwill 


give thee the Haatben for thine Inheritance, and the ut- 
termo Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſefion, Pal. ii. 3. 
and, The [ſles ſball wait for bis Law, IIa. xlii. 4. May 


we le who is the Founder and Foundation of Zion, who 


ned Fiuilds the Temple of the Lord, and bears all the Glory, 
but bear in his Glory, and guild up bis Zion among ſt us: May 


on. Ibe yer ariſe and have Mercy upon his Church in this Land: | 


cks, IMay the Time 1 ber, even the ſet Time come, 

fſte- Yoben bis Servants ſball take Pleaſure in ber Stones, and 

al- ¶ our the Duft thereof: So ſpall the Heathen fear the Name 

tion WF the Lord, and all tbe Kings of the Earth his Glory, 

ana- fal. cii. 13, 14, 15, 16. :: en 4 
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fork The following Error ſtands in ſone ü 

"and Copies, which the Reader is deſired tg i 

Bur cartes wün bis Pen. 

uric 1 Lige 15. for Unyarrantableveſs, read War- » i 
of futablenels, | 15 3 e 3 N — 7 = 2 ; ; 3 3 
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das containing a 1 Nan ative of te Py 
2 of the Fudicatories againſt the 4 proteſt 

ers, 8 
$eet'n wy me bif orical Obſerves on the State of the Chon 
* * conn, 12 in ber reforming and declining be 
P. 2 
5 beck 2 2. Rage by the proteſting Maiifters for their Sece 
fron from the prevailing Party, &c. - 4. 
=. See. 3 . Reaſons by the protefling Miniſters for the Validi 
YZ ef * paſtoral Relation to their reſpeFive Congregs " 
4 | tions . 10888 
Be. 4 . Reaſons for their exerciſing the Keys of covernme lb 
al Dine c. . 


